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General Information: 

1) Graves may only be purchased at the time of a death.  

2) Graves may only be registered in one name. However, this does not exclude future 

interest of others in the same burial plot. 

3) All fees should be made payable to the United Parishes of Malahide, Portmarnock and 

St Doulagh’s. 

4) All charges and regulations will be subject to revision from time to time. 

5) The payment of fees implies permission for burial, erection of headstones and 

commemorative slabs, and alterations to existing graves. It does not include the cost 

of labour for the digging and closing of a grave or any additional costs involved. 

Purchase of Burial Plots: 

Burial plots in the existing churchyards of the United Parishes of Malahide, Portmarnock and 

St Doulagh’s are reserved for Church of Ireland Parishioners (living within the parish 

boundaries) and accustomed members. Parishioners and accustomed members must attend 

church services and subscribe regularly to the parish via a Free Will Offering, Standing Order 

or regular donation. (Category A – see below.)  

Church of Ireland parishioners (living within the parish boundary) who do not consistently 

attend church services and who do not subscribe to the parish on a regular basis , former 

parishioners and non-parishioners will only be considered for the purchase of graves at the 

absolute discretion of the Rector and Churchwardens (Category B – see below.) 

Fees: 

 Category A Category B 

New Grave (to include erection of a headstone.) €3000 €8,000 

Re-opening of existing grave. €1000 €1500 

Internment of ashes in Columbarium. €1500 Not available 

Internment of ashes in existing grave. €250 €250 

Internment of ashes in existing Columbarium 

plot. 

€250 €250 

Additional inscription to headstone. No charge No charge 

Re-internment* €15000 €15000 

*May only be authorised by the Rector in compliance with all legal, statutory and local rules. 

No re-internment will be permitted adjacent to or in close proximity to other graves. 
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Churchyard Regulations: 

1) Burial, erection of headstones and commemorative slabs, burial of ashes and 

alterations to existing graves may only take place after consultation with the Rector 

and permission must be secured in writing before any work commences. Failure to 

obtain permission may result in the removal of any headstone or memorial erected. 

2) Graves should only be opened in the precise location specified by the Rector and 

Churchwardens. 

3) Each grave plot shall be 2.4m length by 0.9m width. The depth of a new grave shall 

be 2.4m. No coffin being buried in an existing grave should be less than 1.2m from 

the surface of the grave. This measurement should be taken from the top of the coffin 

and not the base. Any grave which has a coffin buried at a depth of only 1.2m cannot 

be opened until after a period of fourteen years. 

4) The erection of kerbing around a grave plot is not permitted. 

5) All graves and headstones must be aligned. 

6) Any headstone erected must conform to the following requirements: 

a) Foundations for the erection of headstones must be at least 0.6m in depth and 

consist of reinforced concrete. 

b) The base shall not exceed 1.2m in length and 0.3m width. 

c) The combined height of base and headstone should not exceed 1m in height. 

(A Celtic or Latin cross be erected to a maximum height of 1.2m.) 

d) The headstone/cross should not exceed a width of 1m. 

e) No headstone shall be erected without the submission of a detailed drawing 

showing dimensions, material, colour and the wording for the proposed 

headstone or memorial.  

f) Written permission for the erection of all headstones and memorials must be 

obtained from the Rector and Churchwardens. 

g) All wording should conform to the theological ethos of the Church of Ireland. 

h) Manufacturer’s information should not be placed on the front of the 

headstone. 

i) No images of the deceased, or any other images, are permitted to be affixed to 

the headstone. 

7) Bushes trees and shrubs may not be planted or allowed to grow on graves. 

8) The surface of the graves must be kept level with the surrounding ground after the 

normal settling period. 

9) Urns may either be buried in an existing grave or in the Columbarium area at least 

0.6m below ground. All urns must be biodegradable. 

10) Urns buried in the Columbarium must be less than 68cm in circumference. 

11) Columbarium commemorative slabs must measure 0.6m square. 

12) Battery/solar operated candles may be placed on the surface of a grave, but no lit 

candles are to be left unattended in the churchyard at any time. 

13) No helium filled ballons or flags are to be affixed to headstones or graves. 
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14) Family members of the deceased are encouraged to maintain the graves and to ensure 

that all dead wreaths/floral arrangements are removed and placed in the bins provided. 

Failure to do so will result in the removal of such items by those maintaining the 

churchyard. 

15) All Christmas wreaths must be removed by the end of January. 

16) Scattering of ashes in the churchyard is not permitted. 

17) All decisions on the above will be taken at the discretion of the Rector and 

Churchwardens. 

 

 


