














Tom’s thoughtful spot 6 g
Christians and politics

At least three major events have ¢

lives in the last decade: recession

and the war in the Ukraine. The e:

speed at which these events arriv

not foreseen. Many of us are still :

result of their impacts. Other developments including
climate change also pose a huge and long-term
challenge.

Thankfully we have enjoyed a relative prosperity and
peace over recent decades. The arrival of war in Europe
in February of this year has come as a huge shock. In a
matter of hours old certainties and assumptions have
vanished. Here in Ireland we will need to re-appraise our
stance at international level especially in a European
context. The European Union (for which we pray in the
Prayer Book) is evolving into something far more than a
common or single market: the Union is a political force
providing economic and political integration to defend
democratic values and improve the living conditions of
European citizens. We should be grateful for this.
However, we need to play a more active, prayerful and
engaged part in this undertaking. Christian churches
need to engage with a host of social issues from
migration to ecology to European security.

As Christians, we are called to work for the Kingdom of
God here on earth. This makes demands on us as
disciples to shape our lives and our relationships around
values informed by the good news of Jesus Christ.
Politics — the business of governing and overseeing — is
not an extra option for us. At the very least, we are duty
bound to inform ourselves, engage respectfully in
dialogue and sharing of information and to vote. Some of
us may even feel called to play a more active role in the
political process whether as activists or party members.

Christians do not belong to left, right or centre. We are, in
the first place, radical because we seek transformation
from the inner heart outwards. So many social projects
have failed because of a fundamental neglect of the
heart. Attempts to build societal utopias based on social
or racial engineering floundered on the rock of human
greed and lust for power.
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important for us? | suggest the three ‘S's:
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Solidarity with others near and far but especially those
who are poor or vulnerable;

Subsidiarity which is the idea that authorities should
delegate or decentralise decision making as much as
possible;

Shared understandings of human dignity that crosses
age, social status and ethnicity.

Solidarity implies that we strive to protect the weakest
and support access to public services such as health,
education and sustainable nublic transnort. Access to
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human liberties or responsibility by relying too much on
State-led or top-down organisation of society. We have
seen the disastrous results of authoritarian regimes
operating on communist or fascist ideologies in the past
century. The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1990 was widely
expected to usher in a new and happy chapter in history.
Alas, a new-found capitalism became even more feral
especially in countries where the oligarchs or the very
wealthy substituted for State bureaucracies and elites.

A shared understanding of human dignity springs from
our belief that all have been made in the image and
likeness of God. However, human dignity is nurtured in
the common home that is the natural world in which we
live and move and have our means of nourishment and
provision of essentials. Humanity is entering into a
decisive moment in which our very future depends on
decisions made in this decade to curb CO2 emissions
and develop new sources of renewable energy. In the
name of God, we cannot afford to be silent about these
and other social challenges.

Here in Western Europe we need to reach out to our
Orthodox sisters and brothers in the East. Some in
positions of leadership in the East have openly supported
political and military actions that are an affront to human
dignity and solidarity.
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good Samaritan? Politics like charity begins at home.
However, it does not stop there.
Tom Healy

Down Memory Lane Continued from page 5
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blocks was the way the Irishmen had calculated the date
for Easter each year — so that the two Churches might
celebrate the principal festival of the Christian year as
much as a month apart. The Synod of Whitby in 664
decided in favour of Roman ways, and many of the
disgruntled Celts took their leave of Lindisfarne for good
and there, returning to lona, where they felt able to
continue doing things their own way and the right way as
they understood it.”

Times don’t change that much!!!
Derek Moffatt
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Church Services — Ma

St. Andrew’s Church, Malahide: Sunday Services at 11:30
1st |Holy Communion Rev. Kingsley Long
8th | Morning Prayer Mark Acheson

15th |Holy Communion Canon Robert Deane
22nd | Morning Prayer Tom Healy
29th | United Service of Healing & Wholeness Canon Lesley Robinson

No weekday Services.

St. Doulagh’s Church, Balgriffin (all services at 10.00 am)

1st Holy Communion Rev. Kingsley Long
8th Morning Prayer Mark Acheson
15th Holy Communion Canon Robert Deane

22nd
29th

Morning Prayer
No Service. United Service of Healing &
Wholeness at St. Andrew’s

Tom Healy

Canon Lesley Robinson

June

Details of June Services for both churches will be available on the Parish
Website and in the weekly information bulletin from the Parish Office.

World Day of Prayer — 2022

This year's World Day of Prayer took place on Friday 4th March. It was a
bright sunny day and the daffodils were in full bloom, Covid restrictions had
just been lifted and it finally felt like Spring was in the air.

World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian
women who welcome us all to join in prayer and action for peace and justice.
This seemed particularly poignant considering Russia had invaded Ukraine
only the week before.

WDP is truly an ecumenical undertaking and this year it was hosted by the
women of St. Anne’s in Portmarnock. The theme was — “| know the plans |
have for you.” An invitation to place our trust in God in times of suffering.

The service was based on the letter that the prophet Jeremiah wrote to the
exiles in Babylonia. Women from the many churches of Portmarnock and
Malahide relayed the stories of many women who feel excluded - living in
poverty or in fear of violence. A large congregation came to share the service
with us as we prayed together and lit candles in hope.

Those churches taking part included St. Andrew’s, St Sylvester’s, St. Anne’s,
the Presbyterian church and Sacred Heart who will be hosting the WDP in
2023.

After the service we enjoyed sandwiches and cake together all home made by
our wonderful hosts at St. Anne’s. After two years of pandemic, this felt like a
truly heart-warming occasion, sharing food together and chatting.

| will be taking on the mantle of organising St. Andrew’s contribution to WPD
next year taking over from Susan Gamble who has done such an excellent job
so far. | will be looking for volunteers nearer the time to read and also to
support us in the congregation. | hope some of you will be able to get
involved.

Sally-Anne Edwards



St. Andrew's Recipe

CHICKEN FAJITA WITH
MEXICAN RICE AND
FRESH TOMATO &
CORIANDER SALSA

Ingredients:
» 800g Chicken fillets (sliced)
« 709 Fajita seasoning
« 2 x red peppers
« 1 x yellow peppers
» 2 x teaspoons of Garlic Granules
» 2 x white onions (diced)
» 3 x garlic cloves (chopped)
« 1 cup of frozen sweetcorn

Method:
1. Place small amount of oil in a frying pan and heat.

2. Place sliced Chicken in hot pan and fry until nearly
cooked.

3. Place the diced onions, peppers and sweetcorn in
frying pan with the chicken.

4. Coat all the ingredients with the fajita seasoning
along with the garlic granules and pepper and salt to
season.

5. Stir all the ingredients in the pan until cooked.
Mexican Rice

Ingredients:
« 2 x cups of rice (long grain)
« 4 x cups boiling water
« 1 x Chicken stock cube
« 2 x400g cans of chopped tomatoes
« 3 x teaspoon garlic granules
« 4 x tablespoons paprika
« 2 x tablespoons mild chilli powder
« 1 x white onion diced
« Salt and pepper to taste
1 teaspoon cumin

Method:
6. Fry the rice in olive oil until lightly browned.

7. Pour in the chicken stock in boiling water, chopped
tomatoes, onion and all seasoning.

8. Leave to simmer on a low heat for 25/30 mins until
rice is fully cooked.

9. Add salt and pepper to taste.
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Salsa

Ingredients:
» 1/2 fresh lime
« 4 large vine tomatoes (diced)
« 1 teaspoon rock salt
» Bunch of fresh coriander chopped
» 2 x cloves garlic diced

Method:

10. 1. Place the diced tomatoes and all the
ingredients in a bowl and mix.

Serve with warmed wraps and for an extra kick you can
fry some diced chorizo in a hot pan with no oil.

Enjoy!

MOTHERS’ UNION NOTES
THEME: TRANSFORMATION - NOW

At the end of February, four Branch
members attended the Breakfast Meeting
in Leixlip. The speaker was June Butler, All Ireland
President. This event was very enjoyable and gave the
opportunity to those attending to meet up with members
of other Branches.

At our Branch Meeting on 10th March we had planned to
have a speaker from the organisation Dogs for the
Disabled but unfortunately, due to being a Covid-19 close
contact, she had to cancel. However, we were delighted
to welcome Canon David to speak about his life and
ministry and we thank him for stepping in at short notice.

Ada Lawson was commissioned as Mothers’ Union
Diocesan President in Castleknock on 25th March. The
Branch members wish her every success in her new role.

Our AGM was held on 7th April and was very well
attended. We welcomed Daryl Hyland to the Committee
and the 2021/22 serving Officers and Committee were re-
elected for another year. The future of the Branch was
discussed at length and the Committee will meet soon to
plan the programme and events for the new season.
Olive thanked all the members for continuing to support
the Branch and hope 2022/23 will be a better year for all.
The Branch wished Canon David well and a speedy
recovery to health.

Olive Haynes

Vicki Deacon, Parish Administrator (086 2791615)
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