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care unit, and plans for a nursing home in Clongriffin. The Church of Ireland, through Cowper Care, also now runs the 
Cowper Care St Patrick's Home in Baldoyle. Parish activity has grown to the extent of needing a parish administrator, 
and I would express my heartfelt admiration for the work of Anne Taplin in this role over the past twelve years. When 
we arrived, Seabury was unfinished, and the area south of Portmarnock was largely uninhabited: now literally 
thousands of dwellings are being built within our parish boundaries and how we provide spiritual care for this area is 
going to be a huge challenge for my successor.
Susan and I had never intended to be in Malahide for thirty years! In some ways the time has flown and it does not 
seem very long since my institution on a dreadfully wet and stormy November night. Malahide has been our home for 
longer than anywhere else either of us have lived. I thank everyone for their friendship, patience and tolerance during 
these many years. We move, leaving behind a Select Vestry with a vision for the parish. It has not been afraid to try 
different things. We need to grow the parish, and I have been encouraged by the 'new blood' which so often 
unexpectedly arises to undertake necessary tasks, such as, for example, streaming of services during the present 
pandemic. 
When we came here, we did not expect that I would be retiring from here. However, I have always believed that it is 
God who calls and leads. I had no say in where I was curate, I was approached about Bagenalstown, and I was 
approached about here. I have never been approached by another parish in the last thirty years! Was I doing things 
right, (or wrong!)?
In that regard, the Parochial Nominators should be seen as fishermen. The fish have to be lured (prayerfully) to the 
hook or the net, with patience and homework! I know our Nominators, and I think we have chosen wisely and well. But 
there is one thing I should add: it follows from some wise words said to me by Bishop Noel Willoughby shortly after 
moving to Carlow, when he asked me to be Warden of Readers. It was that he asked all clergy to take on some 
diocesan task so that they would not become entrapped in their parishes. It would give them a wider vision and 
experience, as well as a good excuse to be away on occasion, without parishioners saying that they were never 
around, as they were undertaking work as part of the wider church of which their parishes were a part.
Since I came here, I have had a couple of these tasks. One was Hon Secretary of the Church of Ireland Primary 
School Chairpersons' Association, which involved me in primary school administration and training of Boards of 
Management. For many years, I have also been Hon Secretary of the Diocesan Board of Education. I was also 
appointed as the Church of Ireland's representative on the Governing Body of SPCK (Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge) in London during the 1990s. Founded in 1698, SPCK is the largest Christian publisher in these islands. I 
have also, in recent years, assisted in the Budapest chaplaincy, a link which began on a holiday visit. 
These outside interests (but still within the Church) I have found enriching mentally and spiritually, and I would hope 
that you would encourage my successor, whoever he or she is, to likewise move outside the parish, so that they can 
deepen parish life with variety of experience, for parochialism can be one of the most deadening factors in parish life. 
I don't feel any older than when I came, but I think it is best to go before I do! But I have no intention of allowing myself
to be put out to grass. While we will observe the sensible custom of the Church for retired clergy to worship elsewhere 
and not get under their successor's feet, we will be hoping to maintain the friendships we have built up with so many of
you over three unexpected decades.

Norman

A letter from the Rector Continued from page 1
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Parish Notes
Services during November & December 
2020
Under current Covid-19 regulations, worship will consist 
of a streamed service broadcast on the Parish Website 
from St Marnock's Chapel on Sunday mornings at 
1030am. 

On November 8th, the theme of the service will be 
Remembrance, and it will centre around the 
remembrance of all those who have died in war.

Special services will be held at Christmas time and 
details will be on the website.

If Covid-19 regulations are relaxed to allow congregations
into churches, the  following Sunday services will be held:

St Andrew's at 8.00 am and 11.30 am, 

St Doulagh's at 10.00 am.

Full details will be published on the website.

Parish emails and Communications 
Services
If you wish to keep up to date with information from the 
parish, please ensure you provide the Parish 
Administrator with your email address.

At present, the Sunday sermon and intercessions as 
used in the streamed service, are distributed on 
Mondays, and a Thursday mailing includes news and a 
list of scripture readings for weekdays to assist regular 
reading of the Bible.

The Parish Mirror is also distributed electronically every 2
months and is also accessible on our website.

Safeguarding Trust
The Diocesan Safeguarding Trust triennial assessment 
was held by Zoom. We thank Olive Good for arranging 
this: while our parish Safeguarding Trust panel has never
ever had to meet to consider a report from anyone, it is 
vital that we keep alert: in a way they are a bit like a 
lifeboat crew, always on standby, just in case, and I 
would use this opportunity to thank our Panel, Susie Hall,
Clive Brooks and Claire Craig for their willingness to 
undertake the task!

Church Services
With virtually no notice, and attendances growing back 
towards pre-Covid19 levels, it was back to streaming, 
and we owe a great debt to Colin Carey, for cancelling 
his weekend arrangements and returning to his post! This
time round, it has proved possible to have live organ 
music before and after, by picking up the sound of the 
organ live from the main Church, and we thank Rodney 

Anne Taplin resigns as Parish 
Administrator.

At the October meeting of the Select Vestry we received 
two resignations, the retirement of our Rector, as 
announced on the cover page of this edition and the 
resignation of Anne Taplin, who is leaving us to take up a
new position at the end of November.

Anne has served us faithfully with total commitment and 
dedication in her role of Parish Administrator for the past 
12 years. Throughout Anne’s years of service, she has 
consistently displayed a warm, professional and 
welcoming manner in all her dealings and interface with 
many parishioners and outside organisations. From time 
to time she has been called upon to carry out tasks 
beyond the call of duty and has always willingly carried 
out the necessary actions. 

It is intended that we will afford an opportunity to get 
together in the New Year to mark her resignation and to 
wish her every success in the new role.

I realise that many of you will wish to be associated with 
this recognition and I will keep you posted on our plans.

Brian

Continued on page 4
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Baldwin for coming in each Sunday to provide this.

The streaming time is 10.30, the venue the parish 
website, and all are welcome to tune in.

Malahide has a strong military tradition: many years ago 
former British Army families retired to the village, indeed 
Carlisle Terrace was built for retired officers after the 
Crimean War.  Remembrance Sunday has always been 
an important occasion, and the streamed service on that 
day will include an act of remembrance.

Thanks to some ideas by Rodney, we hope that it will be 
possible to have a streamed Service of Nine Lessons and
Carols at Christmas as well as a Christmas Day service.  

Confirmation Service
This looks as if it is to be put back again, having been 
rearranged for the morning of November 29th, due to the 
introduction of very restrictive anti-Covid-19 measures. 
Our apologies to all involved. The families concerned will 
be kept informed of developments.

Baptisms
A number of baptisms are waiting to be arranged, but 
have fallen victim to the insidious coronavirus. When it is 
possible to have them, they may well have to be 
organised at short notice, and probably as close family 
events only with parents, siblings and sponsors present. 
The Rector has some names on a list, but there may well 
be more, and they should contact him as soon as 
possible.

It is pretty certain that multiple baptisms will not be 
permitted.

Rector's retirement
The Rector announced his retirement in early January to 
the Select Vestry meeting on 14th October, after thirty 
years in the parish, and forty-one years in Holy Orders, 
and having passed the biblical threescore years and ten 
during the summer. It was not a sudden decision: he 
explained that he had always intended to retire from 
parochial ministry at about this time, but it means that the
recently elected Parish Nominators will be sprung into 
action for only the second time in seventy-two years! 
There will also be a very heavy load on the Glebes sub-
Committee who will have to overhaul the Rectory in order
to bring it up to the standard required by Church 
regulations! What was agreeable in 1990 may not be 
considered adequate, although the Rectory has generally
been kept in reasonably good repair!

Mrs Anne Taplin
Anne Taplin, who has served as Parish Centre 
Administrator for the past twelve years, has announced 
that she is resigning from her post at the end of 
November, to take up another position. Anne has done a 

tremendous job: what began as looking after Parish 
Centre bookings and finances, slowly morphed into an 
administrative role keeping in touch with the parish as a 
whole, communicating by email with parishioners about 
services and functions, and acting de facto as a PA to the
Rector and the Hon Treasurer.

She did it with great assurance and aplomb, and with the 
patience and wisdom of a saint, even when a few years 
ago she experienced a time of serious ill health. Anne's 
dedication to the parish and her role knew no bounds, 
and at the October Select Vestry meeting members paid 
tribute to all that she has done for the parish. Without 
Anne, the parish today would be in a much more difficult 
situation than it is today, financially and in many other 
ways.

As we go to press, it is hoped that we will be able to 
appoint a very capable substitute to take over on a 
temporary basis while we advertise the post on a 
permanent part-time basis.

We wish Anne many happy and fulfilling years in the new 
task she will be taking up.

Diocesan Synod
This was held by Zoom on October 20th, and all three of 
our elected synodspersons (Pat Barker, Claire Craig and 
Lucy Michael) attended, as well as David Caird who is 
nominated by the Diocesan Councils, and is one of the 
Hon Secretaries of Synod. The Synod was based on 
Taney Parish Centre. Some speakers were pre-recorded,
including the Rector who had the task of proposing the 
adoption of the Diocesan Board of Education report, and 
Rev Professor Anne Lodge who presented an excellent 
report on how the Church of Ireland was working with 
immigrants and how many of them were in fact playing an
important role in church life as wardens and members of 
Select Vestries.

The main problem for the Rector was the difficulty of 
getting a discussion going in the medium: normally the 
Education report stimulated a lively debate, but members 
working from PCs and smartphones found it virtually 
impossible to let the chair know they might want to speak,
and the emptiness of the Hall, with little more than the 
platform party there, came across all too well. There was 
also no opportunity for socialising and fellowship over a 
meal which is a very important part of the Synod 
experience. Our three synodspersons were first time 
attendees, yet were asked to nominate persons for the 
elections which follow for various offices while not 
knowing anybody there!

That was an indication of the strangeness of the 
occasion, and it all led to my thinking that we need to get 
rid of Covid-19 as soon as possible. The effect of Covid-
19 is to break up all kinds of human relationships and 
create an inhuman isolation from all the social 
interactions which bring people together and bind them in
the common purpose of living life in community, as well 
as the chaos of fear, illness and bereavement which has 
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