
From the Rector
The last few months have been 
challenging for everyone, for society 
as a whole, for all those caught up 
with the coronavirus at its nastiest, 
for the sick, vulnerable and elderly. 
We have been made aware of the 
professionalism and courage of 
those engaged at the frontline of the 
battle in the health services, people 
who were often underpaid and 
overworked.

The battle and the war are two 
different things. We have been 
behaving as though the initial 
reduction in the virus will mean that 
all is over apart from a mopping up 
operation, but as I write this we are 
becoming all too aware that this is 
not so: the war is not over until one 
side is defeated and surrenders.

You might say that such warlike 
metaphors are not suitable for the 
editorial of a parish magazine, but in
fact this is not true. The Bible 
frequently uses warlike metaphors 
when discussing the battle between 
good and evil and I think it quite 
appropriate when we consider the 
pain and suffering that this plague 
has brought, as well as disruption to 
economic and social activity, and to 
the whole sphere of education which
is so essential to a modern society.

Even this mid-August week in which 
I am writing these notes, we have 
had the very essential task of our 
General Vestry elections seriously 
disrupted by a sudden and un-
flagged tightening of Government 
regulations. This very space should 
have been occupied by a list of 
those elected to serve our parish 
and to represent us in the Diocesan 

Continued on page 8

Postponed Easter Vestry Meeting
The much-delayed Easter General Vestry (or the Annual General Meeting, as 
the rector likes to call it), was held on Sunday 30th August. Originally scheduled
for 17th April, it was rescheduled for 19th August, just over four months later 
(though that period has seemed like a long time to many people). However, that
was the week the Covid 19 restrictions were tightened again, so it was put off 
again, to make sure that the parish could be compliant with the new 
requirements.

The meeting was embedded in a very much abbreviated Morning Prayer 
service. It was held in the Hall of the Parish Centre, which allowed for social 
distancing between the attendees, and for a through draught to ensure there 
was no build-up of unwelcome vapours. The dress code for the day was “full 
mask”, which while allowing a degree of anonymity to those present, also 
allowed play to a sense of fashion in choice of style and colour in the masks.

The Rector presented his report on the year, an abridged version of which 
appears on page 3. While addressing the unexpected challenges that have 
emerged during the year, he paid tribute to the many people who have risen to 
those challenges and contributed their time and energy to meeting them.

The Rector's report was followed by the election of Parish Officers for the 
coming year. Details on page 4

Brian Brown presented the Parish finances, which reflected considerable 
building and maintenance activity during the year. Some of these were planned 
and prepared for: St. Doulagh's restoration, work on the Old School House, but 
urgent work on the ceiling of St. Andrew's Church, which caused it to be closed 
for some months, left the Parish in debt for the first time in many years. The 
Fund-raising Committee is working hard on ideas for bringing in the cash to deal
with the debt of nearly €20,000.

The meeting closed with prayer promptly at 12.30.
Howard Duncan
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Contacts: Clergy: Rev. Dr. Norman E. Gamble 845 4770 086-8153277 normanegamble@iol.ie
Parish Administrator: Anne Taplin 816 8698 087-9806102 standrewsparishmalahide@gmail.com
St. Andrew's School Office 8450185

Further information about Parish Officers and Parish Organisations at the Parish Website: http://malahide.dublin.anglican.org/
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Parish Registers
Christian Burial
27th June, cremated at Mount Jerome, Aideen Aherne, 
Talbot Lodge, Kinsealy Lane. Aideen came to reside at 
Talbot Lodge many years ago. She was active and was 
able to attend church for a number of years and was also 
a regular attender at the monthly Eucharist held in the 
nursing home. While her health was visibly failing in 
recent times, her passing was unexpected. She had a 
deep faith, and an understanding of the catholic 
expression of the Church of Ireland to which she had 
come relatively late in life.

16th July, cremated at Dardistown, Jean Clark 
Paterson, 156 Gaybrook Lawns, Malahide. Jean had 
spent many years in Ireland, coming here when her 
husband Ewing came from their native Glasgow to take 
up employment in Dublin. They were devoted members 
of the Church of Scotland in its liberal tradition, and were 
for many years members of Malahide Presbyterian 
Church. Jean had been in ill health for many years and 
latterly was in Tara Winthrop Nursing Home at Airside. 
Jean's ashes were interred in St Andrew's Churchyard on
16th July. We offer our sympathy to Ewing, her sons 
Adam and Alan and her brother Alastair in their loss.

18th July 2020, Francis Lowe, 76 Whitebeam Road, 
Clonskeagh, Dublin 14. Frank Lowe had grown up in 
Malahide but had lived for most of his life on the south 
side of the city. His funeral service took place in Sandford
Church, after which he was interred in the family grave in 
St Andrew's Churchyard. We offer our sympathy to his 
wife, Lillian and his children Suzanne and Colin, and to all
the family in their loss.

20th August, Seward Morris, 24 Yellow Walls Road. 
Seward was a very long-standing and faithful member of 
the parish and of the Mothers' Union, who retained her 
activity and energy into her 90s, and great mental clarity 
until her death. She was cremated after a service in 
Glasnevin Crematorium conducted by her son Fraser's 
great friend, Rev Daniel Owens, chaplain of St Columba's
College. We offer our sympathy to Fraser, to Christine 
and to Gary her children and their families in their loss.

21st August, Audrey Gilbert, 53 Mountfield Park, 
Malahide. Audrey came to Malahide from her native 
England a number of years ago to be near her son, John,
and his family. A shrewd businesswoman, she was never
one to sit on the sidelines of society in retirement, and 
soon became involved with life in Malahide and brought 
her organisational gifts to bear on community activities 
and her local resident's association in which she 
remained involved until very recently. She was cremated 
at Dardistown and her ashes returned for burial to 
England. We offer our sympathy to her son, John and his 
family, her son Mark and to her daughter Philippa 
(Netherlands) in their loss.

26th March, cremated at Dardistown after service in St 
Andrew's Church, John Robert Conor Moore, 2 Grove 
Lawns, Malahide. John Moore was a parishioner of long 
standing. Originally from Crumlin, John founded a 

construction business which was run on his principles of 
honesty and quality in a business which has had more 
than its fair share of chancers. He had not been in good 
health for some time and passed on after a short stay in 
hospital. We offer our sympathy to his wife, Hazel, and to 
his children Gary (Clontarf), Sharon (Seabury) and Jackie
(Australia), and their families in their loss.

Return to worship
After three months, we were able to begin public worship 
again in the parish. It was a very strange period, but while
the pandemic uncertainty was at its height. However, 
Morning Prayer was read every morning, and the Rector 
thanks those who turned up, and many people used the 
chapel for private prayer during this period.

Reopening for public worship was subject to a number of 
regulations, many of them making sense in the 
circumstances. However, at present it does not appear 
possible to use a place of worship more than once on a 
Sunday. We treat St Marnock's chapel as a separate 
space, but unfortunately it does not seem possible to 
make greater use of the chapel, and we are unable to 
provide an evening service, or the Toddler Service. The 
evening service was used for Messy Church, and also for
a monthly prayer service for the sick, and one hopes that 
it will be possible to resume them at some stage in the 
future.

You may also notice that some services are described as
'Service of the Word'. This is a service of scripture 
readings and an address, followed by intercessions. We 
have been asked by the Diocese to have somewhat 
shorter services, as an aid to preventing accidental 
spread of coronavirus, and this service contains many 
familiar elements from Morning Prayer. Similarly the 
Eucharist is a shortened form of Holy Communion Two. 
At present the same readings are used at both services, 
including intercessions from the Diocese of Europe 
adapted to our circumstances.

What else about worship? You are welcome to bring and 
wear a face-covering, unless you are actually reading a 
lesson or leading intercessions. Sanitising gel will be 
available at the door as you enter, and you are asked to 
use it and also as you leave the church afterwards.

You will be asked by a steward to sit in a particular seat 
so as to preserve social distancing. Members of the same
household may sit together. At the main services, there 
will be no prayer-books, but service leaflets will be 
provided. As part of the Government regulations, you are 
asked to fill in contact details on the leaflet and leave it 
behind you afterwards. In St Andrew's, you will also be 
asked to leave through a different door to the one you 
came in by. (Those with mobility problems should wait, 
and then leave the same way they entered). There will be
no collection or offertory procession, but collection plates 
will be at both entrance and exit doors.

At the Peace, please do not touch your neighbour but 
maintain the recommended social distancing. We 
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RAFFLE PRIZE APPEAL
The fundraising committee is appealing for anyone that 
can donate a prize towards the annual parish raffle. Your 
support would be greatly appreciated during these 
difficult times. If you do not have a prize to give perhaps 
you know of a business that would like to contribute. 
Please contact Anne Winslow-O’Dea on 087-8263943 if 
you can help in any way.

RE-OPENING OF PARISH CENTRE
The Parish Centre Committee is delighted to announce 
that the Parish Centre has now re-opened. A lot of hard 
work had to be put into the re-opening of the centre as all
COVID-19 Rules and Regulations had to be implemented
to protect all our users during this unprecedented time. 
We are delighted that our cleaner Alan is back on board 
and will be working six evenings a week to maintain all 
cleaning standards as set out by the HSE. We have four 
organisations restarting back in September along with all 
our parish organisations. At present we are operating at a
reduced capacity but as Rules and Regulations start to 
relax, we can hopefully see the Centre returning to full 
capacity in the future.

Rector’s Report to General Vestry 
Meeting, August 2020
(This is an abridged version of the report. The full version
is available on the Parish website, at 
http://malahide.dublin.anglican.org/)

The General Vestry met in strange times as was evident 
from its hosting in August instead of the usual 'Easter 
Vestry', although we were reviewing our affairs for 2019, 
not this year.

2019 was disturbed enough in the parish, especially 
when we realised the serious state of the plasterwork in 
St Andrew's Church, and we owe a special debt of 
gratitude to our financial and glebe teams, and in 
particular to our Glebewarden, Ian Watkins, whose 
voluntary commitment to this was absolutely 
monumental, especially as he was also involved in the 
refurbishing of the Old School House.

I pay tribute to our Hon. Treasurer and his team for the 
manner in which they faced the challenges of the year 
under review and have continued to do so in the 
subsequent unexpected challenges. A heartfelt 'thank 
you' to Ken McAllister, who managed the long-awaited 
project to re-mortar the tower in St Doulagh's tower, and 
the re-lighting of the area around the well.

For a number of reasons, 2019 was not an easy year for 
Parish Administrator Anne Taplin, but her on-going 
dedication to the task is a principal reason why the Parish
Centre has continued to be a significant contributor to 
parish funds since it was built in 2005.

The churchwardens had a busy year with unexpected 
challenges and I thank them for their dedication and 
initiatives. Reet Dreimanis has been exemplary in her 
duties and has quickly become an essential part of St 
Doulagh's, as has Jennifer Young, ably assisted by John,
and thanks also go to Graeme Tarbox and Linda Barry 
for the cheerful way they organised everything in St 
Andrew's.

Our lay readers were active during the year under review,
and I have also received support when needed from Rev 
Ken Sherwood and Rev Kingsley Long. The choir 
members have also been faithful in as much as 
circumstances allow and I thank Rodney for his work with
them and also for his maintenance (with his wife Sue) of 
our temperamental organ which would be costly 
otherwise.

Many favourable comments have been made about the 
state of the grounds in both churches, a result of the hard
work of Tommy Delaney and his son Ruairi. New flowers 
and shrubs planted along the northern boundary of the 
Churchyard have transformed a very neglected area into 
a place of hope and life.

Olive Haynes has maintained the life of the Mothers' 
Union, and the Table Tennis Club and Bowls Club 
continued their activity during the year. We also thank 
Nadine Watters, for all she has done for the Girls’ 
Brigade Company since taking over as Captain.

The current coronavirus pandemic is a matter on its own, 
and I hope that by next year's General Vestry meeting, 
we will be able to say we have got through the worst 
crisis the parish and our country have ever faced. I thank 
all those who volunteered to supervise and assist the 
resumption of worship in our churches, especially Emer 
Bryan and Anne Winslow-O'Dea. 

The General Vestry was also about electing officers for 
the future, not just a Select Vestry and a clutch of 
wardens, but also this year Nominators and Synods 
persons, posts of major responsibility.

Social distancing and good ventilation at the General 
Vestry Meeting
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suggest a welcoming and friendly gesture to those 
around you!

Communion will be in one form, using wafer bread. When
the celebrant communicates himself, wafers will be 
brought to a table in the chancel, and communicants 
come forward and take their wafer, and then replace their
face-covering while returning to their seat.

The 8.00 am Sunday service and the 11.00 am 
Wednesday service have both resumed. At these, the 
traditional (Form One) service is used. The same 
comments apply as to the usual Form Two service.

Many of you will find some of these features rather 
strange. But we live in strange times, and it is essential 
that we as Christians gather regularly for worship and 
spiritual strengthening so that we can live in these 
unsettling times, conscious of the Holy Spirit empowering
us.

Streaming of services
From mid-March, normal church worship was closed 
down because of the coronavirus. It was particularly 
difficult in St Andrew's in that we had already been 
disrupted by the repair work in the church from October, 
and worship had only resumed with the Service of Re-
dedication on 1st March, less than three weeks before 
the lockdown. Thanks to Colin Carey, we began a weekly
service from St Marnock's Chapel which was streamed 
through the internet which, despite inadequate 
equipment, provided something of a substitute for the 
'real thing', and which formed a basis for the Service of 
the Word which we have been using since worship was 
allowed to resume. Thanks to those who provided lighting
to augment the light, and to those who read lessons and 
led prayer: on Pentecost, we experimented with a 
Eucharist, and this also enabled us to find a safe way of 
partaking in Communion.

The streaming continued to the resumption of worship, 
and despite inadequacies of light and volume, continued 
to be looked at by a considerable number of people, 
either at the time or during the ensuing week.

Baptisms
There may be a backlog of baptisms due to the 
coronavirus situation. We are now in a position to resume
baptisms, but not at the main Sunday worship service as 
before. Therefore baptisms will only be held by special 
arrangement, and parishioners wishing to arrange for a 
baptism must contact the Rector by email or at 086-
8153277 and make arrangements. The preferred time is 
on a Sunday afternoon which enables sanitising of the 
Church in accordance with the regulations, to be 
undertaken after the usual Sunday service. Only one 
candidate can be baptised at any baptism service.

Confirmation
The diocese is rearranging the confirmation services 

Parish Notes Continued from page 2 which had to be cancelled when the pandemic struck, 
and we hope to have a service in November. The actual 
date has not been confirmed yet but candidates will be 
contacted as soon as it is known.

Hospital visits
Since the coronavirus pandemic began, strict security 
has been instituted in hospitals and nursing homes in 
order to avoid the return of Covid-19 which has caused 
so much pain and anguish within the health service. THIS
MEANS THAT CLERGY CANNOT VISIT IN 
HOSPITALS OR NURSING HOMES IN THE MANNER 
WE HAVE EXPECTED IN THE PAST. Hospital chaplains
are on the staff of most hospitals, and clergy are also 
subject to visiting restrictions in nursing homes.

Please tell the Rector when someone is in hospital or
in a nursing home so that they can be included in 
prayer but as things stand at present do not say that 
they will pay a visit, unless the family make 
arrangements with the nursing home. As things are 
at the moment, this is very unlikely to be given.

Special Services
Covid-19 regulations limit the numbers attending 
services. Current regulations not only prescribe social 
distancing, but also that there should not be more than 50
in the Church. Hopefully this will be relaxed (it applies 
even to the largest Roman Catholic Churches!) but the 
current capacity in St Andrew's is 50, in St Doulagh's 23 
and St Marnock's Chapel 15. The numbers may increase 
as members of a household can sit together, but the 50 
total applies. (Should more than 50 attend St Andrew's, 
the next 15 can listen to the service from the Chapel)

We will have a harvest service at the beginning of 
October but it is limited to whatever total applies at the 
time, and while the readings will be those of harvest-time,
it will be the usual service and there will not be a visiting 
preacher.

It may not be possible to hold the Service of 
Remembrance on All Soul's Day to remember 
parishioners who have died or who have been bereaved 
during the previous twelve months, and Remembrance 
Sunday may also be affected. Indeed, one wonders what 
Christmas will bring: let us pray that in some way, we will 
be able to celebrate in a meaningful manner this great 
Christian celebration.

Flower arrangements
Norma Sherwood, who has organised the flower rota in 
St Andrew's Church, has retired, and we thank her for her
devotion to this for many years. While we are presently 
using silk flowers (part of the anti-coronavirus 
regulations!), at some time in the future we will be able to 
get back to being able to once again use the 'flowers of 
the field' again and ask for volunteers to take on the job. 
It does not mean an ability as a flower arranger, but a 

Continued on page 6
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Commissioners for Oaths
32 Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1
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RYLANDS FLOORS
We supply a broad range of carpet and lino

from the comfort of your own home.
Convenient, efficient service at affordable

prices. Based in Malahide. 

Contact Johnny for free consultation and
measure on 0877636583 or visit our

Facebook page at
www. facebook.com/JohnnyRylandsFloors

willingness to compile and maintain a rota! Please 
contact the Rector if you would be willing to take on the 
task!

Norma also organised the group who made Christmas 
wreaths and swags after the Christmas Market. Over the 
years it has made a substantial amount for parish funds, 
and we thank Sally-Anne Edwards who has agreed to 
take this on. 

Norman

Parish Notes Continued from page 5

The Annual General Vestry Meeting.
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and General Synod, and as Parochial 
Nominators to represent the parish 
should a vacancy occur as Rector of 
this parish.

The meeting has now been re-fixed 
for Sunday 30th August at the 
morning service in St Andrew's. Under
diocesan regulations, the General 
Vestry Meeting, which has already 
been postponed from April by the 
Diocesan Councils, must be 
completed by early September, so 
that the Diocesan Synod can be held 
on 20th October, and new officers 
have a mandate to act. If we do not 
have the meeting, we will not be able 
to be represented in the Synods and 
will have no nominators in place to 
elect a new Rector in a vacancy.

Much hard work has been undertaken
by a small sub-committee led by Anne
Winslow, Emer Bryan and Brian 
Brown to get worship back on track, 
and most services have resumed with 
strict precautions being taken to 
minimise any danger of infection. 
These same precautions will be in 
force at the General Vestry, and thank
you to all who have put so much time 
and energy into this. Thanks to their 
work, we can once again engage in 
the worship of God which is the 
bedrock of Christian life, witness and 
continuity, knowing that we do so safe
from physical harm in these strange 
and unexpected times we now inhabit.

Norman

Declan KillenK

Our range of traditional and 
contemporary jewellery 
available in gold and silver at 
our studio workshop and 
showroom at

12, Fade Street, Dublin 2

Telephone 677 0829
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Jesus explains about wearing masks.


