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From the Rector
Dear Parishioners,
This should be a column celebrating 
joy and hope. During the two months
which lie ahead, we celebrate the 
harvest in our churches, and our 
churches will be filled with the fruit of
field and garden, echoing with 
thankful praise.
And yet a shadow hangs over the 
land. There will be those who say 
the church should not comment 
about political issues, and yet Brexit 
is above all a moral issue. It is about
truth, responsibility and trust. Truth 
should centre on ascertainable facts 
and yet we have seen misquoted 
and selective assertations produced 
as fact. Governments have 
responsibility for society's welfare, 
yet the path chosen by those 
exercising political power across the 
Irish Sea can only lead to isolation 
and impoverishment of their people, 
and their economic decay. Trust 
means that one's solemnly pledged 
words can be trusted, yet it seems 
that promises made and accepted in
good faith can be thrown aside when
they are inconvenient. 
In the relationship between the 
nations, trust is of the utmost 
importance. Unity, not division, is the
basis of peace between the nations. 
We need in these coming weeks to 
pray that even at this late time, that 
peace and indeed common sense 
may prevail. Our country's 
reputation for honesty and 
generosity stands as an example to 
others: pray that what we stand for 
in this island, based on a strong 
moral stand and respect for the 
whole world, may somehow emerge 
intact, and those who seek to divide 

Continued on page 8

Parish Finances------------------ A Mid-Year Update
Having recently completed the first half of 2019, it is time to provide you with a 
summary on how your parish is progressing financially.
Overall, the position is satisfactory and is broadly in line with projections.

Income for
the 6 months
amounted to
€90k. The
main areas of
contribution
are
highlighted in
the attached
chart. 

Parish
Expenditure,
(Excluding
Capital
Projects) amounted to €94k, leaving us with a small deficit of €3.5k. The 
breakdown of the major elements is indicated in the following chart.

Capital 
Reserves 
have been 
significantly 
depleted over
the 6 months,
from €99k at 
the start of 
the year to 
€58k at end 
of June. This 
reduction is in
line with the 

plan to support the 2 major projects that we are currently carrying out: St. 
Doulagh’s Restoration and Refurbishment of the Old Schoolhouse. The reserve 
fund will continue to be depleted during the 2nd half of the year and the 
challenge we face as we complete the projects will be to minimise bank 
borrowing.

On behalf of the Select Vestry, I would like to thank all parishioners for their 
valued and generous contributions to parish finances. I look forward to your 
continued support during the remainder of 2019.

Brian, (Hon. Treasurer)
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Parish Registers
Christian Baptism
27th July, in St Andrew's: Eve Grace Blair-Campbell, 
daughter of Fergal and Rebecca Blair-Campbell, 103 
Castle Heath, Malahide.
Sympathy
We offer our sympathy to Neil Kidd (Milford), and his 
family, whose father died recently in Co Carlow after a 
long illness. We also offer our sympathy to Rosaleen 
O'Loughlin, (Biscayne) on the recent death of her brother.

Christmas Market
It's been a bumper year for fruit. Are your freezers full of 
fruit which can be made into jam? Jam it for the parish! 
Bake it for the parish! A well-stocked deli and cake stall 
filled with luscious goodies not only brings in funds at the 
Christmas Market in its own right: it puts everyone into a 
good and generous mood to spend on the other stalls as 
well!
The Market is on November 30th, and tickets for the 
associated Raffle will be distributed in advance of the big 
day as well as being for sale on the day of the Market 
itself.
At present the Parish needs all the money we can raise 
to balance our books at the end of the year and the 
Christmas Market is an essential part of our funding. 
Please sell your allocation of tickets to people outside the
parish as well as inside – your friends and neighbours 
and family elsewhere who might not otherwise give us 
anything!
There will be an ample supply of additional tickets 
available from Anne Taplin in the Office.

Contacting Rector
From 23rd September to 4th October Canon Kevin Brew 
will be in charge of pastoral emergencies and may be 
contacted at 8323019 or 087-9000278.
We are very grateful to Rev Kingsley Long for agreeing to
celebrate the 8.00am Eucharist in St Andrew's on 29th 
September (St Michael & All Angels) while the Rector is 
preaching in St Margaret of Scotland, Budapest.

St Doulagh's Restoration
Those passing by will be forgiven for thinking that St 
Doulagh's is being turned into a fortress as it is encased 
in scaffolding and steel panels. Our contractor has 
removed the weed from the cracks between the stones 
and is now replacing the damaged mortar with new 
where necessary, using a medieval recipe. We are 
however, still 'open for business' for Sunday worship. The
work has been somewhat slower than anticipated and 
unfortunately the scaffolding may remain 'in situ' until into
the autumn, but when it is completed the tower will no 
longer look like a ruin, especially in the new floodlighting 
which gives a rather eerie appearance to those passing 
by on the road!

Confirmation Classes
Classes will begin this year on Sunday 8th September at 
6.30pm in St Andrew's Church. Candidates should be 14 
by the probable date of confirmation in the spring. 
Parents are also required to attend on the first evening 
when we will explain the course. As yet, we have no 
actual date for Confirmation but this is expected shortly.
What is confirmation? It is the taking of one's baptismal 
vows as an adult, followed by the bishop laying hands in 
blessing upon the candidates. It is a sacramental rite 
which has its origin in the growth of the Church when 
baptism, which was originally conducted by bishops, was 
devolved to parish clergy. However, the prayer for the 
Holy Spirit and the associated anointing, was retained by 
the bishop in the Western Church.
At the Reformation, Anglicans retained confirmation, but 
the proper age of confirmation was laid down as 14, the 
age when many young people at the time left home to 
take up work or apprenticeships.
From time to time, adults who have not been confirmed at
the normal age, wish to be confirmed to express their 
faith or their membership of the Church, and there is 
nothing wrong with this. Please contact the Rector who 
will arrange adult classes at a convenient time.

Glendalough Camino 2019 – Timetable
The annual Dublin & Glendalough diocesan pilgrimage, 
the Glendalough Camino, will take place on Saturday 
September 14. Pilgrims taking part can choose to walk 
the full route from Hollywood to Glendalough or follow a 
number of shorter trails during the day.
The pilgrimage has traditionally taken place on a Sunday 
but has been moved to a Saturday this year following 
feedback from clergy of the dioceses. This will facilitate 
clergy taking part in this diocesan event with their 
parishioners.
The Glendalough Camino connects two churches at 
either end of St Kevin’s Way – St Kevin’s Church in 
Hollywood and St John’s Church in Laragh. For those 
planning to follow the full 30 kilometre Camino along St 
Kevin’s Way, there will be a Pilgrims Blessing in the 
ancient pilgrim church of St Kevin's Hollywood at 9.00 
am on Saturday morning. They should allow six hours to 
complete the route.
Throughout the day, pilgrims will be facilitated to take 
shorter journeys with a mini-bus being laid on to transport
people from St John’s Church in Laragh, which is at the
Glendalough end of the route, to the Wicklow Gap at 
regular intervals.
All participants on all the routes are invited to attend the 
short closing service which takes place at the stone ring 
fort on the shores of the Upper Lake in Glendalough at 
5.00pm.
A bus will be provided to bring people back to Hollywood 
at about 5.30pm. Those wishing to avail of this service 
must register and provide contact details before departing
from St Kevin’s Church in the morning.
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lose his footing and hopefully meet his untimely demise.
By all means pay a visit to the magnificent St Doulagh's 
but be warned - it's not for the fainthearted! 
Resting between Kinsealy and the village of Balgriffin on 
the Malahide Road, a medieval church and its ancient 
graves sit silently and ominously behind overgrown trees,
enticing visitors to venture in for a piece of its history.
Just visible from the roadside, the tower of St Doulagh's 
stands peering above the trees, offering just a glimpse of 
what lies within.
The 'old' church, as one walks in, is in slight disrepair, but
stands proud against the evening sky.
Here, one can sense St Doulagh's gravitas, its imposing 
walls and holy presence inviting the devout to come in 
and pray.
And yet, it is also clear that some attendance is needed, 
the discoloured limestone and moist floors betraying its 
centuries old age.
The church's keeper, Ken McAllister, a former Glebe 
Warden and now member of the Select Vestry, explained
his plans to bring the old church back to its former glory: 
'There's the medieval part of the church, and there's what
we call the modern part of the church, which is about one
hundred and fifty years old. 
'The old part dates from about 1150, and there's five 
churches that we know of in Ireland that are very similar 
to it. 
'What makes it unique is the stone roof, it's slabs of stone
for the roof, and there's only St Doulagh's, Cormac's 
Chapel in Cashel, St Kevin's in Glendalough, St 
Columba's House in Kells and St Mochta's in Louth that 
have a stone roof. 
'At the moment, we're concentrating on restoring the 
medieval part. It's leaking, and it's letting in a lot of water 
and it's washing out the water between the stones. It's 
not unstable, but as it goes on, it could become so, and if 
we don't do something now, it's going to get worse.'
So far, with an estimated €80,000 needed to carry out 
this year's preliminary work, the parish has raised 
€30,000-€40,000 towards the restoration of St Doulagh's.
Ken has applied for heritage grants to subsidise the 
remainder, which he said should be around another 
€40,000.
Grants are awarded through Fingal County Council from 
the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
while other heritage grants are also available for the 
restoration work. 
Funds have also been raised through local tourism and 
Heritage Week in particular, and the project was finally 
underway last week.
Ken explained: 'Before they built the modern church, one 
hundred and fifty years ago, their aim was to conserve 
this church. 
'The clergyman that was here in the 1850s decided that 
something better be done about it, like we're doing now. 
'It's probably one of the oldest churches in continual use 

St Doulagh's Church
The following interview with Ken McAllister, former Glebe-
warden of St. Doulagh's, was first published in the Fingal 
Independent on June 29th 2019. Reprinted by permission.

Medieval St Doulagh's Church in Kinsealy hides a 
number of dark secrets from the unsuspecting pilgrim, 
making it all the more interesting to visitors and offering 
ample material for children's tales.
The 1150AD Church of Ireland building holds features 
that one would believe unbecoming of a Christian place 
of worship, making it perfect fodder for ghouls and a 
tourist attraction in its own right.
The cheerfully named 'Lepers Window' sits at the back of 
the ancient chapel, and offers a glimpse into life during 
the middle ages, and how churchgoers treated those with
medical complaints.
Leprosy was quite common in the Middle Ages, 
apparently even in the Kinsealy/Balgriffin area. Lepers, of
course, would need to be segregated from the general 
townsfolk, with their living quarters, if they had such, 
being kept away from the rest of the population.
The dermatologically challenged of Kinsealy/Balgriffin 
were no less holy than other churchgoers, and provision 
was therefore made for them to 'attend' service by 
standing outside of the church building, gazing in through
the 'Leper's Window' onto the priest.
More macabre perhaps was the 'Murder Hole', situated 
two floors above the church entrance. Unfortunate 
intruders were subjected to 'The Murder Hole' when 
boiling oil or water was poured from above on top of their 
heads. The multi-functional hole could also be used for 
dropping arrows from on high.
Another feature you wouldn't expect to find in St 
Doulagh's are holes in the upstairs walls, where arrows 
could be shot at invaders, who apparently were quite 
common in their day.
High up in St Doulagh's towers was the luxury of the 
priest's quarters, a not too unpleasant room where he 
could sit and read, and pray that attackers didn't venture 
in.
A deliberately uneven staircase leading to the tower, 
however, meant that if the priest were caught unawares, 
he could give one strong push to the intruder, who would Continued on page 5
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years ago. We are hoping to have some added musical 
involvement on this occasion, with music by the Harold's 
Cross Brass Band and other sources: details will be on 
the parish website.
Assistance in decoration of both churches is always 
welcome. St Andrew's will be decorated on the 
Saturday morning, and St Doulagh's on the Friday 
morning. Gifts of fruit and vegetables will be most 
welcome, even if you feel your arranging skills are 
not up to public display!
We ask all friends of Malahide and St Doulagh's to come 
along and join us for what are always very special 
occasions: to all as usual, Céad Míle Fáilte!

Car Boot Sales for St Doulagh's
We would like to thank all those who helped with these 
events on 8 Saturday mornings in the Parish Centre in 
aid of St Doulagh's Restoration Fund. Especial thanks 
are due to Emer Bryan, Hazel Bolton and Richard Firth 
who were there 'all hours'. Last year's sales in St 
Doulagh's were hampered by the lack of facilities on site, 
and also by the lack of footfall, and also by the risk of 
collisions due to restricted visibility for drivers at the field 
entrance. The scaffolding and restoration work at St 
Doulagh's this year made the situation even worse.
St Doulagh's could absorb a large number of sellers and 
that hampered us this year, but footfall improved, 
especially as we sent some of the team down to the 
Diamond with sandwich boards, but despite the small 
area of the car park, we made about €2000 and many 
friends.
Car Boot Sales are not simply for those trying to rid their 
attics of junk! We had a regular bookseller, and a copper 
worker and a maker of garden ornaments, among others!
It was a most useful experience.

Alice Leahy Trust Collection
The Alice Leahy Trust does wonderful work with the 
victims of homelessness, from its base in the undercroft 
of the Iveagh Hostel, and Alice has been a forceful critic 
of the failure of our society to deal with the situation 
which makes homelessness such a serious problem in 
the capital of one of the wealthiest countries in Europe.
On the first Wednesday of each month, a team of 
volunteers from the Mothers' Union meets and sorts 
donations from the parish and wider community, and 
ensures that they get to their destination with the 
minimum of delay! A list of what can be accepted is on 
the parish website. If you cannot deliver on a Wednesday
morning (1030 to 12noon), donations can be left at the 
Parish Centre beforehand.

Wednesday Coffee Mornings
This is held on the 1st Wednesday of a month in the 
coffee bar in the Parish Centre from 1030am to 12.00 
noon, not co-incidentally the same time as the Alice 
Leahy Trust Collection. It is very well supported by 
parishioners, and provides an excellent meeting point. If 
you are free and have not been, we invite you to come 

St Kevin’s Way is one of the recognised Celtic Camino 
routes and those planning to walk the Camino de 
Santiago can get their Camino Passports stamped at the 
beginning and the end of the day to count towards the 
completion of their Compostela.

TIME TABLE
9:00am: St. Kevin’s Church, Hollywood – Pilgrims 
intending to complete the full St Kevin’s Way will be sent 
out with a Pilgrim's Blessing. Anyone wishing to avail of 
the bus back to Hollywood must register at St Kevin's and
provide contact details.
10:30am: Pilgrims planning to walk from either Wicklow 
Gap or around Glendalough, are invited to make their 
way to St John’s Church, Laragh. A minibus will be on 
hand to take people to the Wicklow Gap or the Monastic 
City.
11:00am, 12 midday, 1.00pm and 2.00pm: St John’s 
Church, Laragh – A minibus will take pilgrims to Wicklow 
Gap, where they will be able to walk back to Glendalough
along St Kevin’s way.
5.00pm: Upper Lake, Glendalough – Pilgrims will gather 
at the stone ring fort on the shores of the Upper Lake for 
a short outdoor service of thanksgiving and prayer. A 
minibus will be available to take pilgrims back to 
Hollywood after this service.
Please feel free to join at any time throughout the 
day. The Rector is trying to organise a group to 
undertake the Wicklow Gap to Glendalough part of 
the walk, and if you would like to join in, please let 
him know.

Harvests
The Harvest Thanksgiving service in St Andrew's 
Malahide will be held on Sunday 22nd
September when the visiting preacher is Mark Acheson, 
diocesan reader based in Clontarf. Mark is a man of 
many tasks and experiences: chaplain to the Boys' 
Brigade and Administrator of Abbey Presbyterian Church,
he is also Administrator of the Clontarf Business 
Association and Chair of SPADE, which was set up many
years ago to bring employment to the North Inner City 
parish of St Paul, and which has been highly successful 
in 'kick-starting' small businesses from its base in the 
former Church.
For many years the School has played a part in this 
service and we look forward to the continuance of this 
tradition. Harvest reminds us of our dependence on good 
weather and had human work, and this is very important 
to remember at a time when food production has become
both industrialised and globalised, not always to our 
advantage or long-term good.
As usual we will be having two harvest services in St 
Doulagh's on October 13th. At 7.00pm in the evening, the
preacher is Ven. Neal O'Raw, a native of Coolock who is 
now Archdeacon of Glendalough and Rector of Donard 
and Dunlavin in West Wicklow. Much of Neal's ministry 
was in the west of Ireland until his return to Dublin a few 

Parish Notes Continued from page 2
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DAVID M. TURNER
SOLICITOR

Commissioners for Oaths
32 Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1

        *   House Purchasers and Sales
        *   Re-Mortgages
        *   Wills
        *   Probate
        *   Family Law
        *   Debt Collection
        *   Divorce
        *   Employment Law
        *   Litigation / Accidents

Tel:     878 7922   Fax:    872 7736
Email: info@dmturner.ie

QUINNS
Medical Hall

Church Road

FOR

Almay Roc Elizabeth Arden
Vichy Boots No. 7 Clarins

        Opening Hours:
        Mon – Sat 9.00 am – 6.00 pm        
        Sun 11.00 am - 1.30 pm        

Proprietor: Aideen Murphy
Phone 845 1536

6

RYLANDS FLOORS
We supply a broad range of carpet and lino

from the comfort of your own home.
Convenient, efficient service at affordable

prices. Based in Malahide. 

Contact Johnny for free consultation and
measure on 0877636583 or visit our

Facebook page at
www. facebook.com/JohnnyRylandsFloors
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Brian Brown Anne Taplin
Graham Smith Derek Moffatt

Layout
Howard Duncan

Advertising
Anne Taplin. Phone: 816 8698 
e-mail: 
standrewsparishmalahide@gmail.com

Distribution Queries to
Parish Centre Office 816 8698 Anne Taplin, Parish Administrator
standrewsparishmalahide@gmail.com

The Mirror by e-mail
E-mail howard.duncan@dcu.ie with the subject heading “Mirror on-line”, and containing your 
own e-mail address. Include your name and postal address in the text, so that you can be 
deleted from the manual delivery list.

Please note contributions for each issue MUST be delivered to the Parish Office by the 15th of 
the preceding month. Contributions in electronic form can be sent by e-mail to 
standrewsparishmalahide@gmail.com or howard.duncan@dcu.ie.

Parish Mirror Committee:

Declan KillenK

Our range of traditional and 
contemporary jewellery 
available in gold and silver at 
our studio workshop and 
showroom at

12, Fade Street, Dublin 2

Telephone 677 0829

GOLDSMITHS

St. Andrew's Recipe
TOMATO
BRUSCHETTA
Ingredients:
• 2 cloves garlic

(minced)
• 4 tomatoes (seeded & diced)
• 2 tbsp fresh basil (chopped)
• Salt & pepper
• 1 x French stick
• ¼ extra virgin olive oil
• 1/3 cup Parmesan cheese

Method:
1. In a bowl combine garlic, tomato, 

basil, salt and pepper
2. Cut bread diagonally into ¾ inch 

slices
3. Brush with oil and grill until crisp 

and lightly browned
4. Turn slices over and spoon the 

tomato mixture over the bread
5. Sprinkle with Parmesan
6. Bake for 8-10mins at 

425°F/210°C
Enjoy!

rather than unite people may be seen 
to provide true leadership for the 
nations.
Each Sunday, we will have prayers, 
not for Brexit, but for the victory of 
those standards underlying the Ten 
Commandments may prevail: 
honesty, peace, moral integrity, trust 
and selflessness which were the basis
of the life of Jesus.

Norman

From the RectorContinued from page 1ST ANDREW’S
BOWLING CLUB

Starts back on Wednesday
4th September 2019

in
St Andrew’s Parish Centre

Main Hall
at

7.00 pm
All Welcome

Malahide Active Retired
Association
MARA

If you are over 55, come and join us!
We meet in The Malahide Library on
the 2nd and 4th Monday each month

from 10.30 to 12.15pm
After tea and coffee, we have a

speaker.We organise trips to the Theatre
and Concerts. We also organise a Major

Outing every June.
Other activities include:-Keep Fit,
Computer Classes, Art Classes and

Bowls.
You would be most welcome to come to

any of our meetings and see for yourself.
Contact:  Dorothy Robinson

8451232


