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From the Rector
The Referendum

We may have come to realise that our 
Diocesan Reader, Dr Tom Healy, has 
what might be called a serious interest in
theology. Tom's interest in vocation and 
theology led him in earlier life to spend 
some time as a Cistercian at Collon, and
many years later to study theology 
seriously while moving into Anglicanism 
and then being selected for training as a 
Diocesan Reader.

Tom has a regular blog which is read by 
quite a number of parishioners, but he 
has also written a very perceptive letter 
to the Church of Ireland Gazette on the 
subject, which supplements the Rector's 
thoughts on the subject in the last Mirror.

We publish it here, and point out that the
Church of Ireland does not try to dictate 
what way we should vote on any issue: 
rather our bishops seek to give guidance
which we should consider seriously 
before doing our duty by participating in 
the vote. You may be aware that not all 
our bishops are in full agreement on the 
issue and that the Bishop of Cashel & 
Ossory has raised the same issues that I
did in last month's Mirror. He is a good 
friend of mine but I am not aware that he
reads the Mirror! 

The following is what Tom wrote, slightly
amended to take account of a second 
statement issued by the House of 
Bishops:

“The general approach across the 
Anglican Communion on the question of 
abortion is well known. It combines a 
general opposition to abortion with a 
sincere intention of compassion. There 
is, typically, a qualified opposition to 
abortion that admits of cases where it is 
viewed as permissible under conditions 
of ‘strict and undeniable medical 

Continued on page 5

An extract from Rev.
Gamble’s address to The
General Vestry Meeting
Rev. Gamble addressing the General
Vestry meeting held on Fri. 6th April
highlighted the changing scene affecting
how we run our parish and the need to
respond to new challenges facing us.

He referred to the fact that individual
parishes are now registered as charities
with an assigned charity number and are
now accountable to the Charity
Commissioners. Stringent controls will be
enforced re: the accountability of income
and expenditure and all reporting will be
carried out to a set of international
accredited financial standards. (FRS 102).

He mentioned the new GDPR regulations,
harmonising data privacy and protection
across Europe, that come into force on
25th May. From a parish perspective, all
personal data retained by the parish needs
to be relevant and secure. An individual
needs to be made aware and approve of
personal data held by the parish and such
data has to be accessible to the individual
upon request.

All of these new legislation requirements
place additional responsibilities on
members of the Select Vestry to ensure
proper processes are in place and that
these are adhered to at all times. The need for computer skills and digital literacy are 
now essential elements for administering the tasks. 

Rev. Gamble referred to the development of physical structure on the southern end of 
our parish. Thousands of dwellings are to be built in an area stretching from the Clayton 
Hotel to Clongriffin Station over the next few years. He asked “How do we respond to 
this?” and added “The question is, what is needed to attract people into St Doulagh's, not
as visitors but as members of the congregation. We must avoid simply marketing St 
Doulagh's as a historical building, as has been the case until now.”

He stated “We have something to offer in the quiet reflective worship of Anglicanism 
which lies at the basis of the Church of Ireland today. We need to avoid trendiness and 
concentrate on prayerful preaching and personal living out of God's love, power and 
presence, and I am absolutely certain that we can do this”.

Rev. Gamble, in his concluding remarks, thanked the many individuals and organisations
that support our parish life.

The full report may be accessed on the Parish Website
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Continued on page 4

Parish Registers
Holy Baptism.
15th April, in St Andrew's Church, Robin Caroline, daughter of 
Ross and Sheila McKeown, 22 Seafield Court, Malahide 

Christian Burial , 
27th March, interred in St Andrew's Churchyard, following 
service in Church, Clifford John Winterbotham, 23 Millview 
Lawns, Malahide. Cliff Winterbotham passed on after a long 
illness borne with great courage. He had only retired for a few 
years after a long flying career with Aer Lingus. From Avoca, he
retained many links with that area of East Wicklow. The huge 
turnout at his funeral was a witness to the respect in which he 
was held by his colleagues, his many friends and his 
neighbours. We extend our love, sympathy and support to his 
wife, Carol, his children Andrew and Stephanie, to his wider 
family and to all who are bereaved by his passing. 

Sympathy
We offer our sympathy to Marcus Collie (Feltrim) on the recent
death of his mother in England. She was a regular worshipper 
in St Doulagh's when visiting Ireland and we know she will be 
greatly missed. We also offer our sympathy to Isobel Morris on
the recent death of her brother in Cavan, to Willie Heath, 
whose sister-in-law has died in Arklow and to Ethel Leech, 
whose sister-in-law has died in Watford. 

Victor Black
Our long-standing diocesan reader, Victor Black has had to 
resign for personal reasons. We thank him for all the positive 
things he did in past years, including putting St Doulagh's on 
the map!

Guides at St Doulagh's
St Doulagh's Church is one of the most historic churches in 
Ireland, containing buildings dating from the 12th to 19th 
centuries. For many years the Friends of St Doulagh's have 
done great work in opening the church to visitors on Sunday 
afternoons from 2.00 to 5.00 pm. 

They need more guides, and anyone who would like to 
volunteer please contact Mrs. Vivian Pigott (Hon. Sec of the 
Friends) at 8475047. Training will be arranged. The 
commitment is for a couple of Sundays during the season

The Friends of St Doulagh's is an interdenominational society 
which assists the parish in the upkeep and development of this 
historic building which is not eligible for State assistance as it is 
in use as a place of worship. 

Visitors turning up for the 10.00 am Sunday service are also 
welcome to tour the building and site after the service, provided 
a guide is present and available to do so. 

Run / Walk for the Homeless
Two years ago, the parish organised a very successful fun run /
walk in aid of homeless charities. This year's walk will be on 
Sunday 20th May at 11.00 am. This year, the event will be held 
entirely within the grounds of Malahide Castle Park. Among the 
charities benefiting will be the Alice Leahy Trust and the 
Salvation Army, and we thank the interest and support they 
have personally accorded us. Details are on the Parish website 
if you are fit enough and wish to join us! 

Easter Vestry
At a meeting of the General Vestry of the parish held in St 
Andrew's Parish Centre, Malahide on Friday 6th April 2018, 
besides thanking those who contributed to the life and 
prosperity of the parish, the Rector in his report focused on two 
main topics. 

The first was the gradual move towards bringing church life into 
line with charity legislation and accountability. This also meant 
that the amateur methods of record keeping and financial 
administration which once sufficed at parish level are no longer 
adequate, and we needed office-holders who were familiar with 
modern equipment such as computers and financial accounting 
packages. 

The second was the changes occurring in the southern part of 
our parochial area which has taken up a great deal of time and 
thought. We had already began making contact with the St 
Doolagh's Estate, which was nearest to St Doulagh's Church 
and would move from there into other estates. We were also 
co-operating with Holy Trinity Roman Catholic parish, 
Donaghmede, the northern part of which covered Belmayne 
and Clongriffin. Colourful signage had also been erected at St 
Doulagh's Church, making it clear that this was a living Church, 
not a museum of some kind. 

Following the report and the approval of accounts, the following 
were elected to serve as members of the Select Vestry: 

Churchwardens: 

St Doulagh's: Mr. John Young (Rector's) and Mrs. Jennifer 
Young (People's)

St Andrew's: Miss Hazel Bolton (Rector's) and Mr. Graeme 
Tarbox (People's)

Glebewardens: Mr. Ian Watkins (Rector's) and Mr. Chris Burnby
(People's).

The Select Vestry consists of the above, the Rector and Mr. 
Brian Brown, Mrs. Emer Bryan, Ms. Claire Craig, Mr. Karl Daly, 
Mr. Richard Firth, Mrs. Mandy Fleury, Mr. Alan Jones, Miss 
Solome Keegan, Mr. Ken McAllister, Mr. Derek Moffatt, Nigel 
Warburton, Mrs. Anne Winslow-O'Dea.

Mr. Desmond Mullock was elected Hon. Auditor.

We welcome as new members John & Jennifer Young,(possibly
the first husband and wife team to serve as Churchwardens in 
the parish although two brothers, Chris and Arthur Boyd served 
together in St Andrew's quite a number of years ago) and 
Solome Keegan, and also welcome back Karl Daly and Chris 
Burnby. We thank outgoing members Irene Black, Victor Black, 
Ethel Leech and Jonathan Stokes for their service and 
participation during the past year. Jonathan will be continuing 
his involvement with the communications sub-committee, and  
designed the leaflets being given out in St Doolagh's Estate, 
and the new banner outside St Doulagh's Church inviting the 
public to come and worship.

April Select Vestry
As the first meeting of the year following the elections at the 
Easter Vestry, we began the meeting on 16th April with a 
celebration of the Eucharist in St Marnock's Chapel before 
adjourning to the Rectory. The purpose of this meeting was 
principally to appoint the Hon Officers (Hon Secretary and Hon 
Treasurer) and the various sub-committees of the Select 
Vestry, which enable us to add to our deliberations parishioners
who have special skills which they are willing to offer to the 
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Youth and
Children Update

Our Mission: We believe in taking the faith of our church 
into the community by planting the seeds of Christianity 
into all children and youth we meet. We realise this by 
doing talks, events and sharing of our faith story to all 
those around us in schools, assemblies and anywhere we 
are invited to go to spread the faith.

Planned Activities:

Messy Church will take place on the 2nd Sunday night of 
each month from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm . This is for the whole 
family to come and worship together. Each night is a 
themed night. We have crafts, celebration time (worship) 
and end with tea together in fellowship. The Next Messy 
Church is 13th May and 10th June.

I would like to thank the Chaplain John Mangan for inviting 
me to Malahide Community School to teach some R.E. 
classes and to meet the young people in the school. It is 
always a pleasure to go every year. I am looking forward to
going to graduation in May.

Blessings,
Jamie Heffelfinger Parish Youth Worker

0879363182 jkheffelfinger@hotmail.com

Bric-à-Brac / White Elephant / Curios

If you are downsizing, or de-cluttering, or simply want to 
donate to the Bric-à-Brac Stall at the Christmas Market, we 
would be happy to receive your items anytime between now 
and Christmas. Collection can be arranged if necessary. 
Contact Addy Patterson by emailing 
addypatterson@gmail.com or calling 01 845 3984. Thanks!

General Vestry meeting
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what can be accepted will be found elsewhere in the Mirror. If 
you cannot deliver on a Wednesday morning (1030 to 12noon), 
donations can be left at the Parish Centre beforehand.

Wednesday Coffee Mornings
This is held on the 1st Wednesday of a month in the coffee bar 
in the Parish Centre from 10.30 to 12.00 noon, not co-
incidentally the same time as the Alice Leahy Trust Collection. It
is very well supported by parishioners, and provides an 
excellent meeting point. If you are free and have not been, we 
invite you to come along.

The event is co-ordinated by Hazel Bolton, one of the many 
activities she organises which contribute to the social life of the 
parish. 

Parish Notes Continued from page 2

parish, especially in the matter of building, finance and 
fundraising. 

The meeting appointed the Hon Secretary and Hon Treasurer. 
This year we have a new Hon Secretary in Nigel Warburton, 
and all members expressed their thanks and appreciation to 
Hazel Bolton who has been Secretary for well over thirty years. 
Computerisation now requires skills which were not required 
then but are now when correspondence comes by email rather 
than snail mail! Hazel will still be deeply involved with the Fund-
raising team, and especially with the Christmas Market which 
plays such an important role in our finances. 

The sub-Committees are finance (Brian Brown), glebes 
(property) (Ian Watkins), fundraising (Emer Bryan), human 
resources (Anne Winslow), charitable giving (Norman Gamble), 
Parish Mirror (Brian Brown), ecumenical (Jennifer Young), 
youth (Solome Keegan): a communications sub-committee 
(Alan Jones) will be appointed at the May meeting. The names 
in brackets are the vestry members who are convenors or 
chairs of the sub-committees. 

For the first time, we have appointed a Data Protection Person 
to ensure that our keeping of personal data is in line with the 
requirements of new legislation, and we are delighted that 
Claire Craig has undertaken this role. While Brian Brown has 
agreed to continue as Hon Treasurer, we thank Walter Martin 
for agreeing to join the finance team and learning the ropes as 
a possible successor to Brian. Walter, who lives in 
Portmarnock, is an accountant with Kepak Meats, and also has 
considerable experience in looking after the accounts of sports 
clubs. 

The only other business undertaken was a consideration of 
developments at Tir-na-nÓg, next door which has been offered 
for sale, potentially for development. The Representative 
Church Body have been informed and asked to ensure that the 
estate agents make potential purchasers  aware of our interest 
in the site: the churchyard wall predates the house, and the 
churchyard is elevated above the gardens of Tir-na-nÓg. 

The rest of the evening was spent getting to know new 
members, and we thank Susan for hosting this each year. 

Food Aid
For some years, we have been collecting food for Br. Kevin 
Crowley's work in assisting those in Dublin suffering a food 
deficit in straitened circumstances. Br. Kevin's food parcels and 
other help goes to all who come to him, irrespective of creed, 
colour or language. 

David Caird, who looks after the delivery to Br. Kevin, tells us 
that he needs food that is imperishable, in date and which does 
not require refrigerated storage. This latter is of even more 
importance as the weather eventually improves after the long 
hard winter! Items which do not meet these qualifications 
cannot be distributed and have to be disposed of, which we are 
sure was not the intention of the donors!

Alice Leahy Trust Collection
The Alice Leahy Trust does wonderful work with the victims of 
homelessness, from its base at the Iveagh Hostel, and Alice 
has been a forceful critic of the failure of society to deal with the
situation which makes homelessness a serious problem in the 
capital of one of the wealthiest countries in Europe. Each 1st 
Wednesday of the month, a team of volunteers meets and sorts
donations from the parish and wider community and ensures 
they get to their destination with the minimum of delay! A list of 

Presentation to Tom Delaney

Presentation made by Rev. Norman Gamble on behalf of 
the Select Vestry  to Tom Delaney, acknowledging his 
outstanding work over many years, maintaining the 
grounds of St. Doulagh’s Church





DAVID M. TURNER
SOLICITOR

Commissioners for Oaths
32 Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1

        *   House Purchasers and Sales
        *   Re-Mortgages
        *   Wills
        *   Probate
        *   Family Law
        *   Debt Collection
        *   Divorce
        *   Employment Law
        *   Litigation / Accidents

Tel:     878 7922   Fax:    872 7736
Email: info@dmturner.ie

QUINNS
Medical Hall

Church Road

FOR

Almay Roc Elizabeth Arden
Vichy Boots No. 7 Clarins

        Opening Hours:
        Mon – Sat 9.00 am – 6.00 pm        
        Sun 11.00 am - 1.30 pm        

Proprietor: Aideen Murphy
Phone 845 1536
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Malahide Mothers’ Union
 “FAITH IN ACTION” 

We held our Annual General Meeting on
Thursday 12th April. At our Meeting, Christine
Mullock ‘retired’ as our Branch Chairman after a wonderful 15 
years in office. We welcome Olive Haynes as our new Branch 
Chairman, who will hold office for the next two years. Very 
many thanks to Christine for all the work she has done for many
years, and for her care and support and love for all the 
members. Under her leadership, Malahide Mothers’ Union has 
continued to be a lively and vibrant branch, where other 
branches are struggling to keep going. Christine will not be 
leaving us as she will continue as a Committee member.

We are delighted that Olive has agreed to become Branch 
Chairman and I know she will have the support of the 
Committee and members and we wish her every blessing in her
new position.

At our Meeting on 8th March, Douglas Appleyard gave us a 
fascinating talk about the Malahide Road from the city to 
Malahide, illustrated with maps and photos of all the big houses
and other buildings that used to be along the road, and who 
lived in them, and how the original route has changed over the 
years. Douglas has done a huge amount of research and 
collected so many interesting facts.

Every three years Mothers’ Union in Ireland has a fund raising 
called Mums in May when each Branch is encouraged to host a
Tea Party, Coffee Morning or Fun Run/Walk. The money raised
from this has been used for Literacy in Ethiopia and for local 
projects such as Away From It All short breaks for families 
under stress, and for the Ploughing Championship where 
Mothers’ Union have a marquee for baby changing/feeding 
facilities. We hope to have our ‘event’ at the Wednesday Coffee
morning on 2nd May in the Parish Centre and are looking for 
everyone’s support. We will have a Bring and Buy Stall and a 
‘free’ raffle. Looking forward to seeing you there. This year, the 
money raised for Overseas will go for work among young 
widows in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Many of the 
young widows are girls of eight or nine years old and are 
stigmatised in their communities.

Malahide Branch has always been generous in its giving for the 
work of Mothers’ Union Overseas. In 2017 we raised €1,449.27 
from our Overseas Boxes and our Fun Auction. Well done to 
our members.

Andrea Thompson

Christine Mullock and Olive Haynes, as the chairmanship 
transfers.






