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From the Rector
'Annus horribilis'
For those who have care of our 
parish, Queen Elizabeth II's phrase 
in a Christmas message at the close
of a particularly rough year in her 
family's affairs may well seem 
apposite. We ended the year by 
having money in the bank 
throughout the year, a rare 
occasion, and we had two projects 
in hands, the renovation of the Old 
School House and the restoration of 
the fabric of St Doulagh's. The 
money for both was in hands.
Then the hedge at the rectory was 
set on fire by vandals and it was 
also evident that the plaster on the 
west wall of St Andrew's was being 
pushed off by some chemical 
reaction beneath the paint and 
advice was that replastering was 
urgently needed. No sooner said 
and done, than plaster dropped into 
the choir, thankfully during the night.
A repair job was followed by another
fall (in fact two) and it became 
evident that not only did the entire 
ceilling need major repairs, but that 
we could not take the risk of using 
the church until it was fully repaired.
The result is that we now find 
ourselves in a very awkward 
financial situation which is explained
by the Hon Treasurer elsewhere in 
this issue of the Mirror! I hope that 
all who read this will be able to 
respond generously to help rebuild 
our finances.
But it has led me to think about 
these occasions in our lives when it 
seems one disaster follows another, 
and we wonder what will come next. 
I remember as a teenager the death 

Continued on page 8

St. Andrew’s Church—- closed until late January
The work programme to refurbish the ceiling of the nave area of 
the church, as previously reported, was successfully completed at 
the end of November.
Following further investigations of the remainder of the church ceilings, 
additional defects have been discovered. As a result of these findings, the 
Select Vestry has decided to refurbish all the remaining ceiling areas in the 
main building, using the same processes as deployed to restore the ceiling in 
the nave.

To facilitate this work programme, the main church building will be closed for 
worship until the second half of January. St. Marnock’s chapel will continue to 
be used for services attended by smaller congregations. The cost to carry out 
this work is estimated at €52k.

This phase of refurbishment is much more complex to complete than the 
original work carried out on the nave ceiling, which incurred a cost of €23k.The 
ceilings are considerably higher and in addition a cantilever scaffolding 
arrangement is necessary to gain access over the top of the organ to ensure no
damage is caused to the instrument.

As was the case with the first phase of the work, all ceilings and walls will also 
be re-painted while the scaffolding is in place.
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Parish Registers
Holy Baptism,
Oct 18th, in St Doulagh's: Emelia Florence, daughter of 
David & Aimée Linehan, 79 Rockingham, Swords.
Oct 18th, in St Andrew's, Rory Thomas, son of Neil and 
Mary Kidd, 47 Milford, Swords.
Nov 23rd in St Andrew's Church, Liam Xiang, son of 
William and Beibei Flynn, 141 Seapark.

Sympathy
We offer our sympathy to Yana Watkins, Clare Hall, 
whose father died recently in Siberia after a long illness.
Robbery
We offer our sympathy to the Carmelite Community at 
Seapark whose chapel was recently vandalised. It is so 
sad that this beautiful and spiritually inspiring building 
now has to be locked except when open for worship, and 
that this small community of elderly sisters can have their
peace and sanctity violated by misguided hooligans.
In the village, St Sylvester's is only open when someone 
is present, and attempts some years ago to have St 
Andrew's open for longer periods had to be stopped. 
Church buildings are there as places for quiet prayer and 
reflection, and to have them locked as the default position
means that they cannot be used as intended as places 
where we not only worship as communities of faith, but 
provide the seeker with a place for drawing aside from 
the over-busy world for devotion and reflection.
We hope that the Gardai will be able to deal with this type
of thing which no society should have to live with.

St Andrew's Church Ceiling
Work on this is continuing, and we hope to get the job 
completed by early February. As we write, the nave has 
been completed and it looks splendid. The nave has also 
been redecorated in a splendid Carthusian white, while 
the insulated ceiling will hopefully make the church 
warmer and cosier, as well as keeping the fuel bills down!
The team have now moved into the transepts, the earlier 
idea of erecting netting so that we could use the church 
over Christmas having come to grief on the grounds of 
expense. The Select Vestry decided to keep going until 
the job is finished, and thanks are due to a number of 
parishioners who have responded generously to the 
crisis!
We cannot but admire the skills of our contractors Bowhill
Development and reckon that St Andrew's must be in the 
best condition of any church in the diocese, having had 
walls relined and repainted, a new churchyard wall, a 
new church clock and effectively gaining a new ceiling, all
in two years! Had the Select Vestry known what was 
coming down the road, they would probably have 
resigned 'en masse'!
When will we get back in? Hopefully at the end of 
January.

St Andrew's School Board
A new Board of Management came into being on 1st 

December, consisting of the Rector (Chair), Mrs Susie 
Hall (Deputy Chair), Miss Lesley McElhinney (Principal 
and Secretary), Mrs Kym McGivern (Treasurer), Mr Eric 
Harley, Ms Helena Jeffrey, Mr Graeme Tarbox and Mrs 
Andrea Wilson. We wish them well in their very 
responsible task, and thank those who served on the 
outgoing Board.

St Doulagh's Carols
This was held on Sunday 8th Dec and was attended by a 
full church. We are grateful to Marianne Nolan, organist 
at St Sylvester's Church who provided the music, and 
Jennifer Snow, soprano who sang two solos. Scripture 
readings were provided by children from local churches 
and the story (often surprising) of each carol was told 
before it was sung, and almost €400 was raised for the 
Alice Leahy Trust, Fr Peter McVerry Trust, and the 
Malahide Syrian Settlement Committee.

St Doulagh's Restoration
The ongoing renovation of the medieval stonework has 
been completed and we thank all concerned, including 
Fingal Co Council and other trusts for very generous 
grants, and to Ken McAllister, who acted as 'go-between' 
on behalf of the parish with the various parties involved in
the project. The scaffolding is now down and the finished 
result looks splendid, and we are moving on to other 
parts of the work, as we have received a very generous 
grant from Aer Rianta DAA towards lighting and 
improving the path to the Holy Wells.

Table Quiz
A Table Quiz in aid of parish funds has been arranged for
St Andrew's School GP Room on Friday 31st January. All
are welcome. The cost is €10 per head, €40 per table.

Messy Church
For some years, we have had 'Messy Church' on a 
monthly basis in St Andrew's, but many parishioners still 
ask 'what is it'? On Sunday 26th Jan, Alistair Doyle, a 
parishioner of St Matthias's, Ballybrack and Messy 
Church co-ordinator for the diocese, will be at the 11.30 
am All-Age service and will talk about Messy Church to 
the parish as a whole.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is observed by 
Christian Churches throughout the world. It is from 
January 18th (the Confession of Peter) to the 25th (The 
Conversion of St Paul). This year, the United Parishes of 
Malahide, Portmarnock and St Doulagh's will be hosting 
the service, but as St Andrew's will not be available due 
to the continuing work on the ceiling of St Andrew's, we 
will be using St Nicholas of Myra Roman Catholic 
Church, Kinsealy, and the address will be given by Rev 
Dr Katherine Meyers, Minister of Christ Church, 
Sandymount and Presbyterian Chaplain in Trinity College
Dublin.
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Christmas Market 2019–A resounding 
success!
The annual Christmas Market, our main fund-raising 
event for our parish, took place in our Parish Centre on 
Sat. 30th November. The weather was dry and 
seasonably cold which helped to encourage a good 
attendance. The market is traditionally a great social 
occasion, where new friendships are made and old ones 
renewed. By all reports, this year was no exception to the
norm.

We raised in excess of €16,500, the highest figure for 
many years, making a major contribution towards the 
running costs of our parish.

A massive “THANK YOU” to everyone who helped in so 
many different ways to make the event such a success. 
Thanks are due to the numerous people involved in 
setting up and dismantling the stalls, baking, providing 
items to be sold, welcoming everyone, selling raffle 
tickets, making Christmas arrangements to order, 
providing food for everyone and finally clearing up at the 
end of the event.

We much appreciate all who supported the event, 
parishioners, friends and members of the community, far 
and near.
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ST ANDREW’S PARISH CENTRE
PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITES & 

COURSES AVAILABLE 2020
Olympic Taekwondo

Tues 6-7 pm & Fri 5.30-6.30 pm
Main Hall

Contact: Damien Cleary 
damien.h.  cleary@hotmail.com

Little Acorns Montessori
School

Mon-Fri 9.00 – 12.25 pm
St Marnock’s Room

Contact: Emma Kiernan
kalamunda7@hotmail.com

Kandoo Afterschool Club
Limited

Mon-Fri 7.30-9.00 am & 1.00 - 6.30
pm

Hall Annex & St Marnock’s
Contact: Susan McKay

susan.mckay1@gmail.com

STOTT Pilates
Mon – 6-9 pm & Wed 6-9 pm

St Doulagh’s Room
Contact: Annette Cashell 
malahidepilates@gmail.com 

Gymboree – Play & Music
Thurs 9-12 pm

Hall Annex
Contact: Jenny McGrath 
jenny@playandmusic.ie

Fitness Boot Camp
Tues 7.30-8.30-Thurs 7.00-8.00 pm

Main Hall
Contact: David Branagan 
fitnessbootcamp@live.ie

Mary Grimes School of Irish
Dancing

Tues 6-9 pm, Thurs 6-9 pm, Fri 5-8
pm & Sat 9.30-12.30 pm

St Doulagh’s Room
Contact: Mary Grimes 
marygrimessoid@gmail.com

Rugby Tots Dublin Limited
Sunday 9-11 am

Main Hall
Contact: Niall McElligott 
niall@rugnytots.ie

East Coast Ballet
Thurs 2.45 – 6.45 pm

Venue: Main Hall
Contact: Karen O’Hara 
eastcoastballey@gmail.com

Little Kickers
Sat 9.30 – 12.15 pm

Main Hall
Contact: Joe Sullivan 
jsullivan@littlekickers.ie

PARISH ACTIVITIES

29th Company Girl’s Brigade
Sat 12.30 – 5.30 pm

Main Hall
Contact: Ruth Thompson 
ruthcthompson@gmail.com

St Andrew’s Parish Mother’s
Union

Thurs 8.15-10.00 pm
St Andrew’s Room

Contact: Christine Mullock 
olivehaynes@gmail.com

St Andrew’s Bowling Club
Wed 7 – 10 pm

Main Hall
Contact: Joan Crampton 
joananderic@iolfree.ie

St Andrew’s Malahide Table
Tennis Club
Mon 7 – 10 pm

Main Hall
Contact: Peter Williams 
peterwilliamsfamiily@gmail.com

Parish Coffee
Morning/TRUST

1st Wed of the month 10.30–12.00
Coffee Dock

Contact: Hazel Bolton
Tel: 845 0721





DAVID M. TURNER
SOLICITOR

Commissioners for Oaths
32 Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1

        *   House Purchasers and Sales
        *   Re-Mortgages
        *   Wills
        *   Probate
        *   Family Law
        *   Debt Collection
        *   Divorce
        *   Employment Law
        *   Litigation / Accidents

Tel:     878 7922   Fax:    872 7736
Email: info@dmturner.ie

QUINNS
Medical Hall

Church Road

FOR

Almay Roc Elizabeth Arden
Vichy Boots No. 7 Clarins

        Opening Hours:
        Mon – Sat 9.00 am – 6.00 pm        
        Sun 11.00 am - 1.30 pm        

Proprietor: Aideen Murphy
Phone 845 1536
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RYLANDS FLOORS
We supply a broad range of carpet and lino

from the comfort of your own home.
Convenient, efficient service at affordable

prices. Based in Malahide. 

Contact Johnny for free consultation and
measure on 0877636583 or visit our

Facebook page at
www. facebook.com/JohnnyRylandsFloors

Rector's absences in February
The Rector will be attending the Diocesan Clergy 
Conference in Kilkenny from Feb 3rd to 5th inclusive. 
Messages may be sent to the Rectory (8454770). He will 
also be away on holidays from 10th to 18th inclusive, and
Rev Neal Phair, Rector of Swords, will attend to any 
urgent pastoral calls.

Women's World Day of Prayer
The local service will be held this year in Malahide 
Presbyterian Church on 6 March at 8.00 pm. WWDP long
predates any form of ecumenical movement and for over 
a century has organised this day of prayer throughout the
world. Each year the service is prepared in a different 
country, this year it is Zimbabwe which has been very 
much in the news of recent months, and the theme is 
'Rise, take your mat and walk'. All are welcome.

Lenten Wednesday evenings
The local Ecumenical Committee has been busy 
organising the meetings we have held for many years on 
the Wednesday evenings, which this year comprise the 
Wednesdays in March, and also April 1st.
The theme this year is 'Hope ......' Full details are in the 
process of finalisation as the Mirror goes to press, but 
finalised are dates on 11th March on Christians and the 
environment, based on the Papal encyclical, Laudato Si, 
which is remarkable for its breadth of insight, and its 
forthright approach to the crisis caused by human-led 
abuse of our planet, and the 18th when Rev Trevor 
Johnston, Rector of the parish of All Saint's University in 
Belfast will talk on Hope for a Fractured Society. The first 
evening will probably be addressed by a well-known 
campaigner on behalf of the homeless.
Each evening begins at 8.00 pm with a time of worship 
based on the tradition of the host community, followed by 
a talk and discussion, and concluding with refreshments.
Full details will be on the parish website when finalised.

Norman

St. Andrew's Recipe
QUICK AND EASY SAUSAGE PIE
Ingredients:
• 1Ib Sausage Meat
• 2 cans Tomatoes (drained)
• 1½ Kg Potatoes
• Butter
• Salt & Pepper

Method:
1. Cut potatoes into small cubes and boil in salted 

water until soft. Mash the potatoes with the butter, 
salt and pepper.

2. Layer sausage meat in an ovenproof dish.
3. Pour over the drained tomatoes
4. Cover the top with the mashed potato
5. Cook on 180°C for 1/1½ hours

Parish Notes Continued from page 2
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Parish Mirror Committee:

Declan KillenK

Our range of traditional and 
contemporary jewellery 
available in gold and silver at 
our studio workshop and 
showroom at

12, Fade Street, Dublin 2

Telephone 677 0829

GOLDSMITHS

horribilis! Joseph and Mary must have
seen 6BC in that light as they made 
the journey to Bethlehem from 
Nazareth with Mary in no fit state to 
travel. I suspect Joseph had some 
choice thoughts about Roman 
bureaucrats! And what could surpass 
the events at Calvary in that regard?
Both the great formative events which 
sandwiched the earthly life of Jesus 
were 'annus horribilis' It is such times 
of trouble, illness, bereavement or 
misfortune that God enables us to 

From the RectorContinued from page 1 open ourselves to him and find the 
strength we do not have from our own
personal resources, and we will 
overcome for him.
As a parish, I believe that if we trust in
God (and give generously in trust) we 
will not only solve our current financial
problems, but also grow in trust in him
and in the Spirit, grow the parish 
spiritually as well as financially in the 
years ahead.

Norman

of an aunt, followed by that of my 
grandmother and three days later of 
an uncle, all in the space of three 
weeks. Over years of ministry, I have 
had to minister in cases of multiple 
bereavements, all too often, or 
households where both breadwinners 
almost simultaneously lose their 
employment.
It is all too easy to lose hope in the 
face of deep tragedy, and yet I 
remember one man who buried two 
wives, both of whom died tragically 
and prematurely, and another who 
lost a child and a wife within a few 
years, both of whom found that their 
tragedy was where God was nearest 
to them, and gave them the love and 
hope to keep going and looking 
forward, and the effect this had on 
others.
I also remember a particularly nasty 
night crossing of the Irish Sea many 
years ago when in the middle of a 
storm, the boat turned aside and gave
shelter to a fishing boat whose engine
had failed for two hours until the 
lifeboat arrived from Holyhead. I was 
pretty sick, but the image of the risks 
taken by the lifeboat crew made my 
own problems (a night's that should 
have been taken calmly tied up in 
Holyhead harbour) seem miniscule 
and unimportant.
God is no stranger to the annus 


