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Contacts: Clergy: Rev. Dr. Norman E. Gamble 845 4770 086-8153277 normanegamble@iol.ie
Parish Administrator: Anne Taplin 816 8698 087-9806102 standrewsparishmalahide@gmail.com
Youth Leader: Jamie Heffelfinger 087-9363182 jkheffelfinger@hotmail.com
St. Andrew's School Office 8450185

Further information about Parish Officers and Parish Organisations at the Parish Website: http://malahide.dublin.anglican.org/

From the Rector
A few days before I wrote this, I was 
wondering to myself was there ever a 
time when people had no worries, and I 
came to the conclusion that probably the
answer is No! But there are times when 
there are more issues to threaten us 
with anxiety than at others. We live in 
one of those time, when humanity 
should be worrying over the 
environmental issues such as plastic 
pollution and global warming, and in our 
own corner there is the threatened 
disruption that was nicknamed 'Brexit'. It 
was coined as recently as 2012, 
according to the Oxford Dictionary.

The Christian faith is most relevant in 
anxious times. Jesus lived in such a 
period when there was tension between 
Jews and everyone else, and a much 
disliked Roman occupation of the land. 
Even within Judaism there were 
tensions between Pharisees and 
Sadduccees over eternal life 
(Resurrection or simply some form of 
existence) and over politics (cooperate 
with the Romans or not)

Jesus spent much time in prayer, and so
should we: prayer as an awareness of 
the God within our lives, and without. 
The God who Jesus taught and showed 
was on the one hand a divinity who 
sought to form a personal relationship 
with his creation, a task given to 
humanity as a responsibility of care. This
God knows each one of us personally 
and individually: as Jesus wonderfully 
phrased it, even the hairs on our head 
are numbered.

However, he also holds the whole world 
in his hands. The peace of God passes 
all understanding in that we can never 
really grasp his scale. In these anxious 
times we should have no fears or 
worries but trust ourselves into his care 
and keeping. Strange things have 
happened which are the fruit of 
selfishness and a fear of change, and 

Continued on page 5

Christmas Market 2018
Sat. 24th November was a great day in the life of our parish. The annual 
Christmas Market took place in our Parish Centre, attended by many, enjoyed 
by one and all, both socially and financially.

We raised in excess of €14,250, almost €1,000 up on last year’s figure, making 
a major contribution towards the cost of running our parish.

A massive “THANK YOU” to everyone who helped in so many different ways, 
getting the stalls set up and dismantled, baking, making, giving items to be sold,
welcoming everyone, selling raffle tickets, making Christmas arrangements to 
order, feeding everyone, or clearing up at the end of the event!

A special thank you is due to all who attended the event, parishioners, friends 
and members of the community far and near.

All help was needed and greatly appreciated!  Even Santa found time to visit us,
if you weren’t there you missed a great day!

Winners of the “Big Raffle” were:
1st Prize: Annette Akinrinde 2nd Prize: Cora O’Brien
3rd Prize: Noelle McCaul 4th Prize: Dougie Goodwin
5th Prize: Mairead O’Gorman 6th Prize: Christine Mullock
7th Prize: Evelyn Heffelfinger 8th Prize: Paddy Courtney
9th Prize: Derek Reid 10th Prize: Evelyn Fitzmaurice
11th Prize: John Haynes

Brisk business at the bookstall.
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Parish Registers
Holy Baptism
16th December, in St Andrew's Church: Coen Richard 
Orion O'Halloran, son of Jonathan & Elizabeth 
O'Halloran, 5 Ashleigh Lawn, Malahide

Christian Burial.
5th November, cremated in Dardistown after service in St
Andrew's Church, Margaret Kirk Wood, 44 Seabury 
Crescent

Margaret Wood came to live in Malahide with her 
husband, Jim, in 1991. Their origins were in Scotland and
their spirituality was shaped in the Scottish Episcopal 
Church. Despite ill health, Margaret was a regular 
attender at the early morning Eucharist, and then later, as
her mobility became more restricted, at the Wednesday 
celebration. Early in the year Margaret had to move to 
Talbot Lodge Nursing Home and it was there that she 
passed on to her Lord. At her wish, the funeral was a 
Requiem Eucharist celebrated by the Rector assisted by 
Rev Kingsley Long.

The family was very small in number, but many who 
knew them turned up for the service to thank God for 
Margaret's life and how it had influenced them, and for 
Jim's totally committed care of her since she was taken ill
shortly after their marriage over 45 years ago. We offer 
our sympathy to Jim, and to Pamela, her niece and 
Graham, her nephew, in their loss.

The eucharist is celebrated each month in the oratory at 
Talbot Lodge, and we thank Jim for his very generous gift
of prayer books for use there.

23rd November. In St Andrew's Churchyard, after service
in Church. Robert (Robin) Gilbert, 12 St Margaret's 
Road.

Robin Gilbert was a quiet man who had lived virtually his 
entire life in Malahide. He had not been well for a number
of years, but his passing came quite quickly in the end. 
He will be missed by many and the large attendance at 
his funeral expressed the respect and affection in which 
he was held. We offer our love and sympathy to his wife, 
Phyllis, to his brother John and his sisters Margaret and 
Hilary.

1st December, cremated at Glasnevin after service in St 
Doulagh's Church, David Killeen, Glebe House, 
Kinsealy,

David's passing came unexpectedly after he had 
appeared to be making a good recovery from serious 
illness and was looking forward to returning to his 
beautiful garden and his many other interests in the new 
year. He was particularly fond of St Doulagh's which was 
filled to capacity and more for his funeral service which 
was conducted by the Rector assisted by Fr Anthony 
Gaughan from Blackrock, a relation of his wife, Joan, to 
whom we express our heartfelt sympathy.

20th December, Cremated at Dardistown after service in 
St Andrew's Church, Rebecca Edwards, 2 Earnan's 

Wood, Portmarnock

Rebecca had been in ill health for many years. Fifteen 
years ago she had had a liver transplant at a time when 
this surgery was more pioneering than today. She was 
grateful for those years which saw her daughter, Leah, 
grow to maturity. She was looked after by the rest of her 
family, her mother Joan (Rush), her brother Andrew 
(Portmarnock) and her sisters Sarah (Skerries) and 
Rachel (Rush), and also by her good friend and partner, 
Jim Marry. The respect in which she was held was 
evident in the packed church for her funeral service, 
conducted by the Rector and by Rev Kingsley Long. She 
is now at peace in the Lord, and we remember all the 
family in their great loss of a sister, mother and daughter, 
at a time of year when Christians' thoughts are turned to 
birth rather than death.

Sympathy
We offer our sympathy to Richard Poff, Millview, whose 
mother has died recently, to Isobel Morris, Coill Dubh, on 
the recent death of her brother, and to Mandy Fleury, 
whose brother died recently in Scotland.

Poppy Ireland
This was formerly known as the Earl Haig Fund. Our 
annual collection this year was well up on 2017 at €355 
(€255 in 2017) at St Andrew's and €174 (€152 in 2017) in
St Doulagh's. Norman Adams, the ,local organiser, tells 
that unfortunately donations from other sources were 
down but thanks us for our continuing generosity.

Christmas Market
A very sincere thanks to all those who made the 
Christmas Market on 25th November a great success, 
including all those who came from neighbouring parishes 
and the wider community, and Santa who came all the 
way from Finland for the occasion. Turns out that he is a 
Finnish Lutheran who as a member of the Porvoo 
Communion is a member of the Church of Ireland when 
here! The total raised was about €14,500 for parish 
funds.

Christmas Decorations
Many thanks to the teams of ladies (and some 
gentlemen) who did sucha lovely job of decorating our 
churches for Christmas, and to Graeme Tarbox who has 
provided a lovely artificial tree for St Andrew's porch (the 
type of tree that actually looks and feels real!) and to the 
Given family for decorating it.

Children's Carol & Gifts Service
This was held on 9th December and as usual the children
brought gifts which were passed on to Barnardos to be 
given to needy children. It is hard for us in Malahide to 
realise the need for this, but Barnardos assure us that it 
is all too real! Thanks to all for their generosity, and to 
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Scenes from the Christmas Market Parish Notes Continued from page 2

Mandy Fleury who had undertaken this work for very 
many years.

St Doulagh's Carol Service
This was a great success this year, and as we go press 
we await its broadcast by NearFM, our local radio station.
While this service has been recorded and broadcast for a
number of years, this year the format was greatly altered.
We briefly told the history of well known carols which 
were sung, and the often surprising circumstances of 
their composition. We were delighted to welcome as 
pianist Marianne Nolan, organist in St Sylvester's Church 
and solos were by Jennifer Snow who also encouraged 
the congregation to sing heartily in praise of the Lord. 
Readers were Julia Wang, Heidi Bedell, Graham Smith, 
Dorothy Robinson, Carol Donnelly, Jamie Heffelfinger, 
John Young and Aimee Linehan. Our good friend, Fr 
Gerry Corcoran of Donaghmede read the gospel, and 
€500 was raised, divided between Protestant Aid and the 
Fr Peter McVerry Trust.

Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas
There was a much larger attendance this year than for 
some years past, not just of parishioners but of friends 
from the other churches in the area, and we thank the 
Choir for their hard work, and also our readers, Helena 
O'Neill, Oma Chinyere, Andrea Thompson, Hazel Bolton, 
Susan Gamble, Brian Greer, Brendan Williams and Karl 
Daly, and also to Fr Kevin Moore, who read the traditional
reading from St John's Gospel. In the light of recent 
problems, we should record that microphones and 
heating systems worked well! Afterwards, mulled wine, 
non-alcoholic 'Grogg' and mince pies were enjoyed by all,
and thanks to Adrienne Shattock and her crew for their 
hard work in this essential matter! Over €420 was raised 
for EmbraceME, which is a Christian charity supporting 
educational and development work among Christian 
communities in the Middle East, and this will be used for 
support of Al Ahli Hospital, the only operating hospital in 
the Gaza Strip, which is run by the Diocese of Jerusalem.
Its outpatient department collapsed on December 6 and 
repairs are beyond their available resources.

Alice Leahy Trust and Br Kevin Crowley
For a number of years we have been supporting both the 
work of Alice Leahy for the homeless of Dublin, and the 
Food Bank work of Br Kevin at the Capuchian Day 
Centre in Dublin. Please continue to support this. A list of 
items for Trust is published in the Mirror: Br Kevin needs 
non-perishable and in-date food and basic household 
items.

It is sad but true that there is a great need for both; but it 
seems that increasing wealth is not percolating down to 
those in most need of it!

We thank the Mother's Union for their work with TRUST, 

Continued on page 4
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St. Andrew's Nave Walls restored to 
Original Condition

During our unseasonably hot summer of 2018, we 
commenced on a programme to resolve the issue of 
plasterwork falling from the walls of the nave in St. 
Andrew's Church.

Having sought expert advice on the cause of the 
problem and the processes to be undertaken to remedy 
the situation, we subsequently contracted a  company, 
specialising in Victorian plastering techniques to 
undertake the restoration project.

The first phase of the work involved the careful removal 
of all plaster from both walls of the nave. This was a 
slow and tedious task, carried out using hand chisels, to
avoid unnecessary stress to the walls or causing 
damage to the stained glass windows and their 
surroundings.

Several layers of a lime based plaster were 
subsequently applied to the bare walls, allowing time for
drying out between each application. The drying 
process was considerably helped by the unusual hot 
summer weather. All plastering was finally completed by
early September.

The repainting of the walls was deferred until November
to allow the plasterwork to fully dry out.

The final phase of the project involved the application of
five coats of a white lime based paint, thereby 
completing the restoration work to the original Victorian 
standards that were typically used during the 
construction of the church extension in 1870.

yet we in our land have been governed wisely. That does not 
exempt us from disruption, and from hard times, but it should 
engender a hope not in our politicians but in the providence of 
God, and a resolve to seek after Him who holds us in his care 
that we may emerge better and wiser to seek God's future in 
this New Year and the years to come.

Norman

From the Rector Continued from page 1

Liturgically, the word alleluia is not used during this 
season and joyous anthems and hymns, such as the 
Gloria in excelsis, are either not used or are replaced by 
penitential offerings. Some speculate that fasting became
an integral part of the observance of Lent simply because
food stores were depleted anyway by the end of winter 
and early spring. Indeed, our word Lent is derived from 
an old Germanic word for spring and the lengthening 
(you’re right...same root meaning...) of days. In most 
European languages, however, Lent is called by a name 
which references the forty days – cuaresima in Spanish, 
for instance. Hungarian 'nagyböjt' simply refers to the 
“great fast” of Lent. By the fifth century, a forty-day 
Lenten observance was common in the West while in the 
East fifty or even more days were, and continue to be, 
observed. Interestingly, the Sundays in Lent, being 
themselves mini-observances of the Resurrection, have 
always been exempt from Lenten acts of penitence.

The Church strongly recommends fasting to the faithful 
during Lent – but especially on Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. Consider skipping a meal these days, if 
your health permits, and avoiding meat. And of course 
plan to attend our services these days. It is a common 
practice today to give up something for Lent as a sign of 
penitence and repentance. Smokers often give up 
smoking. Others give up dessert or chocolate. On the 
other hand, some people try to do more during Lent – 
volunteering perhaps to help those in need or spending 
more time in prayer and reflection on a daily basis. The 
choice is up to each Christian.

Church of Ireland Gazette
The Gazette has for many years been in newspaper 
format and has appeared weekly. The Board of the 
Gazette have decided that it will now become a monthly 
magazine, which it was originally.

Existing subscribers will be continued, and others may 
like to become subscribers. The new format will enable 
higher quality production and a much wider amount of 
contact, both about what is happening across the island, 
but also abroad and a number of very high format writers 
have been recruited for the new format. The 'new look' 
Gazette is not a rival to diocesan magazines such as the 
Church Review

New subscribers should contact Anne Taplin in the 
Parish Office

Church Review
This is our Diocesan Magazine, brings news from all the 
parishes in our diocese, and also has a number of 
contributors on other matters relating to the diocese as a 
whole. If you already subscribe, your magazine will 
continue, unless you tell Anne Taplin in the Parish Office.
Anne will also look after new subscriptions

Parish Notes Continued from page 4

Continued on page 6



QUINNS
Medical Hall

Church Road

FOR

Almay Roc Elizabeth Arden
Vichy Boots No. 7 Clarins

        Opening Hours:
        Mon – Sat 9.00 am – 6.00 pm        
        Sun 11.00 am - 1.30 pm        

Proprietor: Aideen Murphy
Phone 845 1536

DAVID M. TURNER
SOLICITOR

Commissioners for Oaths
32 Lower Abbey Street, Dublin 1

        *   House Purchasers and Sales
        *   Re-Mortgages
        *   Wills
        *   Probate
        *   Family Law
        *   Debt Collection
        *   Divorce
        *   Employment Law
        *   Litigation / Accidents

Tel:     878 7922   Fax:    872 7736
Email: info@dmturner.ie
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Weekly Envelope and Direct Debit 
schemes.
These are a vital and major part of our income and we 
ask that every family please use the scheme. Not only 
does it give a regular flow of income through the year, but
we can reclaim income tax on all donations of €250 or 
more! If you want envelopes or a direct debit form, please
contact the Rector, or Anne Taplin in the Parish Office, 
and they will make the necessary arrangements.

One point that puzzles many! If you have a direct debit in 
operation, you may receive a box of envelopes. The 
reason is that the box has to be printed (we cannot just 
print the numbers we need) so you might as well have it! 
Some people regularly top up their direct debit by 
occasional use of their envelopes, perhaps on a special 
occasion or when they feel particularly blessed!!

Revision of Register of Vestrypersons
Adult members of the parish who are active in our affairs,
should register for the General Vestry Register which will 
be revised at the February meeting of the Select Vestry. 
Forms are available from the Rector or churchwardens. 
The 'Resident' form is for those who live within the parish 
boundaries, the 'Accustomed Member' form is for those 
who live outside the boundary. Only members of the 
General Vestry can vote at the General Vestry meeting, 
hold office on the Select Vestry, or be elected as 
members of the Diocesan Synod or as Parochial 
nominators.

Parish Notes Continued from page 5

CHRISTMAS “SANTAS” – SPECIAL RAFFLE
A BIG thank you to everyone who purchased tickets – it 
was a great success, and another BIG thank you to the 
knitter “Anne Synnott”. What wonderful talent!! The winner 
was Mary McGrath, Marine Terrace, Malahide.
Thanks also to Hazel Bolton who organised the raffle.

Select Vestry Veteran
The rector makes a presentation, on behalf of The Select 
Vestry, to Hazel Bolton in recognition of her contribution 
of more than 30 years service as Hon. Secretary.
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Editorial Committee
Brian Brown Anne Taplin
Graham Smith Derek Moffatt

Layout
Howard Duncan

Advertising
Anne Taplin. Phone: 816 8698 
e-mail: 
standrewsparishmalahide@gmail.com

Distribution Queries to
Parish Centre Office 816 8698 Anne Taplin, Parish Administrator
standrewsparishmalahide@gmail.com

The Mirror by e-mail
E-mail howard.duncan@dcu.ie with the subject heading “Mirror on-line”, and containing your 
own e-mail address. Include your name and postal address in the text, so that you can be 
deleted from the manual delivery list.

Please note contributions for each issue MUST be delivered to the Parish Office by the 15th of 
the preceding month. Contributions in electronic form can be sent by e-mail to 
standrewsparishmalahide@gmail.com or howard.duncan@dcu.ie.

Parish Mirror Committee:

Declan KillenK

Our range of traditional and 
contemporary jewellery 
available in gold and silver at 
our studio workshop and 
showroom at

12, Fade Street, Dublin 2

Telephone 677 0829

GOLDSMITHS

PARISH MIRROR
 A4 GLOSSY FULL
COLOUR PRINTED

COPY
 

Why not take the
printed copy?

 
For as little as €18
per annum starting
from January 2019
you can now order
from Anne Taplin

(Parish
Administrator)

 01-8168698 or
email

standrewsparishmalahide
@gmail.com

 

 
Free delivery to all

Parishioners!

Busy stall at
the
Christmas
Market


